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Preface 
 
This Reader brings together materials related to the International Relations. More specifically, it 
is related with the materials on the course “Introduction to International Relations” (PIR 131), 
taught at Bachelor program in the Political Science and International Relations at Epoka 
University. 
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Lecturer 
 
Dr. Islam Jusufi,  
Lecturer and Head, Department of Political Science and International Relations  
Epoka University, Address: Rruga Tiranë-Rinas, Km 12, 1039, Tirana/Albania 
E-mail: ijusufi@epoka.edu.al.    
Web: www.epoka.edu.al.    
Personal website: http://ijusufi.epoka.edu.al. 
 
Islam Jusufi, PhD: Lecturer and Head at the Department of Political Sciences and International 
Relations at Epoka University, Tirana, Albania. Studied Politics at University of Sheffield and 
International Relations at Universities of Amsterdam, Bilkent and Ankara. He held fellowships at 
the Wilson Centre, Washington DC; EU Institute for Security Studies, Paris; ERSTE Stiftung, 
Vienna; UNESCO, Paris; Centre for Policy Studies, Budapest; and NATO, Brussels. His 
research interests relate to international, European and Balkan politics and security studies.  
 
 
    

4 
 

mailto:ijusufi@epoka.edu.al
http://www.epoka.edu.al/
http://ijusufi.epoka.edu.al/


Assignments 
 
Presentations (value: 15%): Each student will prepare an Essay and present it in the class. It 
should be: a. original, b. related to a topic covered in the course, and c. applied to Albania. All 
presentations will be presented in seminar format. No power point. 10 minutes of oral 
presentation. 
 
Evaluation format for Essays:   
Name of 
student 

Content 
(out of 50 

points) 

Organization 
(out of 10 

points) 

Mechanics 
- Language 
(out of 10 

points) 

Citations 
and 

References 
(out of 10 

points) 

Style of 
writing 
(out of 

10 
points) 

Format 
(out of 

10 
points) 

TOTAL 
(100 

points) 

        
 
Evaluation format for Oral Presentations:   

 
Category 

 
Scoring Criteria 

Total 
Points 

 
Score 

 
Organization 

(10 points) 

The type of presentation is appropriate for the topic and  
audience. 

5  

Information is presented in a logical sequence. 5  
 
 
 

Content 
(45 points) 

Introduction is attention-getting, lays out the problem well, 
and establishes a framework for the rest of the presentation. 

5  

Technical terms are well-defined in language appropriate for  
the target audience. 

5  

Presentation contains accurate information. 10  
Material included is relevant to the overall message/purpose. 10  
Appropriate amount of material is prepared, and points 
made reflect well their relative importance. 

10  

There is an obvious conclusion summarizing the 
presentation. 

5  

 
 
 

Presentation 
(45 points) 

Speaker maintains good eye contact with the audience and is 
appropriately animated (e.g., gestures, moving around, etc.). 

5  

Speaker uses a clear, audible voice. 5  
Delivery is poised, controlled, and smooth. 5  
Good language skills and pronunciation are used. 10  
Visual aids (if not visual aids), the posture is effective, and 
not distracting. 

5  

Length of presentation is within the assigned time limits. 5  
Information was well communicated. 10  

Score Total Points 100  
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EPOKA UNIVERSITY  
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE INFORMATON 
Course Title: Introduction to International Relations  

Code Course 
Type 

Regular 
Semester Lecture Recit. Lab. Credits ECTS 

PIR 131 B 1 3   3 5 

Lecturer and Office Hours Dr. Islam Jusufi (ijusufi@epoka.edu.al), E-101 
Teaching Assistants and Office Hours Ms. Ajsela Toci (atoci14@epoka.edu.al), E-320 
Language English 
Compulsory/Elective Main 
Classroom and Meeting Time  

Description 

This is an introductory level course on the international relations’ study. It contains 
theoretical and practical approaches employed by scholars and international relations 
expertise to learn greater understanding of world politics. The course focuses on 
international politics since the First World War, because since then academics, political 
and bureaucratic experts have spent great amount time to learn and explain how 
international relations are interact between key agents of world politics. This is not a 
course about current events, but about cause and effect in world affairs. 

Objectives 

This is an introductory level course on the study of international relations. This course is 
a core course in the International Relations and provides a general introduction to the 
discipline of International Relations. This course will explore the origins of the modern 
international relations and provide students with historical background on the 
international relations. The course will introduce students to different types of concepts 
and of actors that populate the international relations field. This course will offer students 
a range of different perspectives on the international relations. The course will be offered 
under four distinct sections: 1. On international relations; 2. Origins of the international 
relations. 3. International relations' key actors. 4. International relations' key concepts. 
This course aims to introduce students to the international relations field and familiarise 
them with basic ideas about it. The course also aims to develop key academic writing 
skills and equip students with a range of important skills, including working 
independently and as part of a team; managing a varied workload; and preparing written 
reports and verbal presentations. 

COURSE OUTLINE 
Weekly 
lessons 

Topics 

Section 1: On International Relations 

1 a. Course introduction, overview of texts, and expectations.  
b. Introduction to International Relations.  

2 

What is the international relations?  
 
Must readings:  
Devetak: Pages: 1-14.  

Section 2: Origins of the international relations 

3 

Origins of the international relations.  
 
Must readings: 
D’Anieri: pages: 24-27. 
Nye: pages: 1-29; 33-58. 

4 

European origins of the international relations: The Concert of Europe and the Balance 
of Power. 
 
Must readings: 
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EPOKA UNIVERSITY  
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

D’Anieri: pages: 28-37. 
Nye: pages: 59-84. 

5 

American origins of the international relations: Wilson and the leagues of nations. 
 
Must readings: 
D’Anieri: pages: 38-44. 
Nye: pages: 87-112. 

6 

Cold War. 
 
Must readings: 
Devetak: pages: 281-292. 
Kegley: 100-112. 

Section 3: Key actors in the international relations 

7 

States as actors in the international relations. 
 
Must readings:  
Devetak: pages: 134-159. 

8 

International and regional institutions 
 
Must readings:  
Kegley: 171-198. 
 
Optional:  
Review a website of a major international and regional organization, such as the UN, EU, 
Council of Europe, NATO, World Bank, RCC, IMF, WTO. 

9 

Non-state Actors  
 
Must readings:  
Devetak: pages: 310-321. 
D’Anieri: pages: 354-360. 
 
Optional:  
Review a website of a major non-state actor. 

Section 4: Key concepts in the international relations 

10 

Security and Conflicts 
 
Must readings:  
Devetak: pages: 160-198. 

11 

Globalisation  
 
Must readings:  
Devetak: pages: 386-397. 
Nye: pages: 204-218. 

12 

Third world or Global South 
 
Must readings:  
Kegley: 123-166 

13 

Post-Cold War (and concluding review of the course) 
 
Must readings:  
Nye: pages: 261-282. 

 MID-TERM EXAM (is held in one of the weeks in the middle of the semester) 
 FINAL EXAM (is held in the weeks of 15-16 of the semester) 
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EPOKA UNIVERSITY  
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
Prerequisite(s) Class attendance and participation; timely delivery of the assignments. 
Textbook Must readings: 

D’Anieri, P. 2012. International Politics: Power and Purpose in Global Affairs. 
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning: Boston.  
(Available online) 
 
Devetak, R., Burke, A., George, J. 2013. An Introduction to International 
Relations. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge.  
(Available in the Library of the Epoka University). 
(Also, available online) 
 
Kegley, C.W., Blanton, S.L. 2011. World Politics: Trend and Transformations. 
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning: Boston. 
(Available in the Library of the Epoka University). 
(Also, available online) 
 
Nye, J. Jr. 2007. Understanding International Conflicts. Longman: New York. 
(Available online) 

Other References Optional readings:   
Baylis, J., Smith, S. 2001. The. Globalization of World Politics. Oxford 
University Press, Oxford.  
(Available online)  
 
Brown, C., Ainley, K. 2005. Understanding International Relations. Palgrave 
Macmillan: Basingstoke, New York. 
(Available online)  
 
Mansbach, R. W., Taylor, K.L. 2012. Introduction to Global Politics, Routledge: 
New York. 
(Available online) 
 
Mazower, M. 2013. No Enchanted Palace: The End of Empire and the Ideological 
Origins of the United Nations. Princeton University Press: Princeton. 
(Available online) 
 
Mazower, M. 2013. Governing the World: The History of an Idea, 1815 to the 
Present. Penguin: London. 
(Available with the lecturer) 
 
Mazower, M. 2004. Salonica, City of Ghosts Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
Harper Collins: London.  
(Available online) 
 
Reus-Smit, C., Snidal, D. 2008. The Oxford Handbook of International Relations. 
Oxford University Press: Oxford. 
(Available online) 
 
Shimko, K.L. 2010. International Relations Perspectives, Controversies & 
Readings. Wadsworth: Boston. 
(Available online) 
 
Snow, D.M. 2012. Cases in International Relations. Longman: Boston.  
(Available online) 
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EPOKA UNIVERSITY  
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

Steans, J., Pettiford, L., Diez, T., El-Anis, I. 2010. An Introduction to International 
Relations Theory: Perspectives and Themes. Pearson: Essex.   
(Available online) 
 
Simulations on International Relations: http://www.statecraftsim.com.  
 
Quizes: www.cengage.com/politicalscience/kegley/worldpolitics13e. 
 
Websites of major international and regional organizations, such as the UN, EU, 
Council of Europe, RCC, NATO, World Bank, IMF, WTO. 
 
Websites of major non-state actors. 
 
Websites of major international newspapers and journals, such as Economist, New 
York Times, Le Monde Diplomatique (English version).  
 
- Reference sources on Albania and in Albanian: 
 
Mingst, Karen A. Bazat e marredhenieve nderkombetare. AIIS, Koha Library, 
Tirana.  
 
Bashkurti, Lisen. Negociatat. Koha Library. Tirana.  

Laboratory Work  
Computer Usage  
Others  

LEARNING OUTCOMES AND COMPETENCIES 

1 To demonstrate a knowledge of major issues and concepts in the discipline of International 
Relations, 

2 To demonstrate an ability to use these concepts in particular circumstances, 
3 To demonstrate an ability to present an argument in both oral and written forms, 

4 To demonstrate basic understanding of the major international and regional institutions in 
world politics as well as significant developments in world politics. 

COURSE'S CONTRIBUTION TO PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
(Blank : no contribution,  1: least contribution …  5: highest contribution) 

No Program Learning Outcomes Cont. 

1 
Having and using advanced knowledge and comprehension supported by textbooks 
including actual knowledge in political sciences and international relations 
literature, materials and the other scientific resources 

5 

2 Determining complex events and topics, making discussions and developing new 
suggestions in accordance with researches 5 

3 Analyzing data, ideas and concepts of current political issues and international 
relations 5 

4 Having knowledge and thought about actual topics and problems together with their 
historical, social and cultural aspects 4 

5 Gaining IT skills to use computer and technology in order to reach actual 
knowledge 1 

6 Improving skills of working together with the main social science disciplines and 
other disciplines which are related to Political Science and International Relations 3 

7 Improving critical thinking and skills in making research independently 5 

8 Developing solutions about the problems and conflicts which are common in 
national and international arena 5 
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EPOKA UNIVERSITY  
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

9 Gaining skills to follow societal, scientific and ethic values during collecting, 
interpreting, conducting of data related to social and political developments 5 

10 Knowing any foreign language enough to communicate with colleagues and 
understand actual researches and articles 4 

11 
Introducing those who are interested in politics and international events with the 
topics of Political Science and IR and teaching clearly the problems and the types of 
solutions 

5 

12 Improving skills for leadership and research and analyze capacity of those who is 
responsible with national and international ones 3 

13 Having consciousness about human rights and environment 5 

COURSE EVALUATION METHOD 

In-term studies Quantity Percentage 
Mid-term exam 1 40 
Presentation 1 15 
Final Exam 1 35 
Participation 1 10 
Total  100 
Contribution of in-term studies to overall grade  65 
Contribution of final examination to overall 
grade  35 

Total  100 

ECTS (ALLOCATED BASED ON STUDENT) WORKLOAD 

Activities Quantity Duration  
(Hour) 

Total 
Workload 

(Hour) 
Course Duration (Including the exam week: 16x 
Total course hours) 16 3 48 

Hours for off-the-classroom study (Pre-study, 
practice) 16 2 32 

Assignments 6 1 6 
Mid-terms 6 1 6 
Final examination 16 1 16 
Other 17 1 17 

Total Work Load 125 
Total Work Load / 25 (h) 5.00 

ECTS Credit of the Course 5 
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Issues to cover today

• Introduction of course
• Review of course objectives
• Useful references and reading material
• Outline of subjects to be covered
• Grading
• Assignments
• Other
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 2



Fact sheet

• Course Title: Introduction to 
International Relations, PIR 131.

• Course hours per week: Once a week, 
for 3 hours per week. 

• B type course, 3 Epoka credits, 5 ECTS.
• Working weeks: 14 weeks.
• Mid-term exam: Middle of the 

semester. 
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 3



Description 

• Introductory level course 
• Core course 
• Origins of IR
• Different concepts and of actors 
• Different perspectives 
• Four sections: 1. On international relations; 2. 

Origins of the international relations. 3. 
International relations' key actors. 4. 
International relations' key concepts. 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 4



Objectives

• Introducing students to IR 
• Familiarize with basic ideas 
• Key academic writing skills 
• Other skills: working independently and 

as part of a team; managing a varied 
workload; and preparing written reports 
and verbal presentations.

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 5



Learning outcomes

• Knowledge of major issues and concepts 
in IR,

• Ability to use concepts,
• Ability to present an argument,
• Understanding of major international 

and regional institutions in world politics 
as well as significant developments in 
world politics.

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 6



Biography, Islam Jusufi
• Lecturer at the Department of Political Science and 

International Relations of Epoka University
• Studied Politics at University of Sheffield and 

International Relations at Universities of Amsterdam, 
Bilkent and Ankara. 

• Served as adviser to European Union and to UN. 
• Fellowships at the Wilson Centre, Washington DC; EU 

Institute for Security Studies, Paris; ERSTE Stiftung, 
Vienna; UNESCO, Paris; Centre for Policy Studies, 
Budapest; and NATO, Brussels. 

• Research interests relate to international politics, 
security studies and foreign aid management. 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 7



Office hours

• By appointment. 
• Students are encouraged to use office hours 

to discuss reading materials, exams, 
presentations, as well as any other matter, 
including their future professional 
development.

• via email: ijusufi@epoka.edu.al. 
• E-Building (E-101).
• Assistant: Ms. Ajsela Toci (E-320). 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 8



Readings

• Wide range of sources.
• Available on-line or in the Epoka 

Library. 
• If students experience any difficulty 

accessing material, they should 
contact the instructor or the 
assistant. 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



Must readings

• D’Anieri, P. 2012. International Politics: Power and Purpose in 
Global Affairs. Wadsworth, Cengage Learning: Boston. 
(Available online)

• Devetak, R., Burke, A., George, J. 2013. An Introduction to 
International Relations. Cambridge University Press: 
Cambridge. (Available in the Library of the Epoka University). 
(Also, available online)

• Kegley, C.W., Blanton, S.L. 2011. World Politics: Trend and 
Transformations. Wadsworth, Cengage Learning: Boston. 
(Available in the Library of the Epoka University). (Also, 
available online)

• Nye, J. Jr. 2007. Understanding International Conflicts. 
Longman: New York. (Available online)Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 10



Optional readings

• Baylis, J., Smith, S. 2001. The. Globalization of World 
Politics. Oxford University Press, Oxford.  (Available 
online) 

• Brown, C., Ainley, K. 2005. Understanding International 
Relations. Palgrave Macmillan: Basingstoke, New York. 
(Available online) 

• Mansbach, R. W., Taylor, K.L. 2012. Introduction to Global 
Politics, Routledge: New York. (Available online)

• Mazower, M. 2013. No Enchanted Palace: The End of 
Empire and the Ideological Origins of the United Nations. 
Princeton University Press: Princeton. (Available online)

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 11



Optional readings - 2

• Mazower, M. 2013. Governing the World: The History of an 
Idea, 1815 to the Present. Penguin: London. (Available with 
the lecturer)

• Mazower, M. 2004. Salonica, City of Ghosts Christians, 
Muslims and Jews. Harper Collins: London.  (Available 
online)

• Reus-Smit, C., Snidal, D. 2008. The Oxford Handbook of 
International Relations. Oxford University Press: Oxford. 
(Available online)

• Shimko, K.L. 2010. International Relations Perspectives, 
Controversies & Readings. Wadsworth: Boston. (Available 
online)

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 12



Optional readings - 3

• Snow, D.M. 2012. Cases in International Relations. Longman: 
Boston.  (Available online)

• Steans, J., Pettiford, L., Diez, T., El-Anis, I. 2010. An 
Introduction to International Relations Theory: Perspectives 
and Themes. Pearson: Essex. (Available online)

• Simulations on International Relations: 
http://www.statecraftsim.com. 

• Quizes: 
www.cengage.com/politicalscience/kegley/worldpolitics13e.

• Websites of international and regional organizations, of non-
state actors, of major international newspapers and journals. 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 13
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Reference sources on Albania and in 
Albanian

• Mingst, Karen A. Bazat e 
marredhenieve
nderkombetare. AIIS, Koha
Library, Tirana. 

• Bashkurti, Lisen. Negociatat. 
Koha Library. Tirana. 

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 14



Course Outline, Lessons 1-2

• Section 1: On International Relations
• Lesson 1a: Course introduction, 

overview of texts, and expectations; 
1b: Introduction to IR 

• Lesson 2: What is the international 
relations? 

• Must readings: Devetak: Pages: 1-14. 
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 15



Lessons 3-4

• Section 2: Origins of the international relations
• Lesson 3: Origins of the international relations 
• Must readings: D’Anieri: pages: 24-27; Nye: 

pages: 1-29; 33-58.
• Lesson 4: European origins of the international 

relations: The Concert of Europe and the 
Balance of Power

• Must readings: D’Anieri: pages: 28-37. Nye: 
pages: 59-84.

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 16



Lessons 5-6

• Lesson 5: American origins of the 
international relations: Wilson and the 
leagues of nations

• Must readings: D’Anieri: pages: 38-44. 
Nye: pages: 87-112.

• Lesson 6: Cold War  
• Must readings: Devetak: pages: 281-292. 

Kegley: 100-112.
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 17



Lessons 7-8

• Section 3: Key actors in the international relations
• Lesson 7: States as actors in the international 

relations
• Must readings:  Devetak: pages: 134-159.
• Lesson 8: International and regional institutions
• Must readings:  Devetak: pages: 296-308; 336-347; 

D’Anieri: pages: 335-354; Kegley: 171-198.
• Optional: Review a website of a major international 

and regional organization, such as the UN, EU, 
Council of Europe, NATO, World Bank, RCC, IMF, 
WTO.Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 18



Lessons 9-10

• Lesson 9: Non-state Actors 
• Must readings:  Devetak: pages: 310-321. 

D’Anieri: pages: 354-360.
• Optional readings: Review a website of a major 

non-state actor.
• Section 4: Key concepts in the international 

relations
• Lesson 10: Security and Conflicts
• Must readings: Devetak: pages: 160-198.
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 19



Lessons 11-13

• Lesson 11: Globalisation
• Must readings: Devetak: pages: 386-397. 

Nye: pages: 204-257.
• Lesson 12: Third world or Global South
• Must readings: Kegley: 123-166.
• Lesson 13: Post-Cold War (and concluding 

review of the course)
• Must readings: Nye: pages: 261-282.
Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 20



Grading 
• Students are awarded the following grades in letters:

• AA 4.00 90-100 EXCELLENT 10
• BA 3.50 85-89 EXCELLENT 9
• BB 3.00 80-84 SUCCESS 8
• CB 2.50 75-79 SUCCESS 8
• CC 2.00 70-74 SUCCESS 7
• DC 1.50 65-69 ON PROBATION 6
• DD 1.00 60-64 ON PROBATION 5
• FD 0.50 50-59 FAIL 4
• FF 0.00 0-49 FAIL 0
• NA 0.00 0 FAIL 0

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 21



Evaluation and Assignments

• Mid-term Exam 1 40%
• Presentation 1 15%
• Final Exam 1 35%
• Participation 1 10%

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 22



Evaluation and Assignments - 2

• Mid-term: Exam (40%). 
• Presentations (15%): The final hour of each week after 

Mid-Term will be available for student presentation 
sessions. The objective is to present what has been 
learned from the reading material. Each presentation 
should include 10 minutes of oral presentation and 10 
minutes of Q&A. 

• Final Exam (35%). 
• Class Participation (10%): The class combines lecture and 

discussion. Come to class prepared. You are expected to 
read materials assigned for each class. Your participation 
in class will be assessed and will figure into your final 
grade

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 23



Q and A

• Students present themselves: bio 
and interests.

• Q and A.

Lesson 1a PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 24



Introduction to International 
Relations

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
Epoka University
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Geographical isolation not possible 
anymore

• There were times in history when 
geographical isolation provided peace 
of mind and allowed nations to ignore 
what happened in the world. 

• But that world is long gone; today our 
lives are affected dramatically by what 
goes away from home.

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 2



What is IR?

• What is IR? It is easy question until we 
try to answer it. 

• Narrow view of IR: study of state 
behavior and interaction; IR as 
synonymous with interstate relations.

• Today IR connotes broader focus; 
state behavior is only one part of 
focus.Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 3



What is IR? - 2

• There are many actors (multinational 
corporations, inter- and nongovernmental 
organizations) 

• There are issues (global warming) that do not 
fall into a state-centric vision of the world.

• But how much should the definition be 
expanded? It is hard to know where to stop. 

• The line between domestic and international 
politics blurs.

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 4



What is IR? - 3

• Distinction between economics and politics 
declines as economy is integral part of political 
power. 

• Once we include all relevant actors and issues, 
we may be tempted to define IR as “everything 
that goes on in the world.” 

• Thus, expanded definition is: “whole complex of 
cultural, economic, legal, military, political, and 
social relations of all states, as well as their 
component populations and entities.”

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 5



IR is not only about events

• Challenge for introductory course in 
IR is to bring some order to 
confusion to make sense of IR 
beyond the level of current events. 

• If objective would be to discuss 
events only, little of lasting value 
would be gained.

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 6



IR is not only about events - 2

• Current events may be interesting, but 
they do not stay current for very long. 

• Goal is to think systematically and 
critically about IR in a way that allows to 
understand today’s headlines as well as 
yesterday’s and tomorrow’s. 

• Names and faces may change, but 
problems, issues, and debates reappear.

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 7



IR is about thinking systematically

• First step in thinking systematically about IR is 
realizing that present is product of past. 

• What happens today is influenced by 
yesterday, and what happens today will 
determine what happens tomorrow. 

• Even unanticipated events do not occur out of 
blue: there are always past forces that 
produce them. E.g. outbreak of World War I, 
collapse of Soviet Union and end of Cold War. 

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 8



Causes of events important

• With IR we wonder about not only 
what happened, but why. 

• If we do not move from description
to explanation, we cannot move to 
prescription. 

• If we want to solve a problem, we 
need to know what causes it. 

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



Importance of belief systems

• Understanding IR requires 
knowledge of not only “facts” but 
also belief systems through which 
people interpret and understand 
them. 

• IR is marked not only by conflicts 
among nations, but also by different 
worldviews.Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 10



No world government

• IR is important as it helps to 
understand the world which has 
no formal system of world 
government.

• We must be prepared to live with 
high levels of ambiguity; we need 
to be open to ambiguity. 

Lesson 1b PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 11



Origins and consequences of WWI 
important in IR

• Origins of IR begins with account of 
World War I (1914–18).

• WWI inspired the establishment of IR 
discipline.

• The optimism was short-lived; Just 
20 years later, the world was at war 
once again. 
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Common misunderstandings for IR

1. IR is International Politics. International Politics is one 
aspect of IR. 

2. ‘IR’ and “international relations”. ‘IR’ refers to academic 
discipline. “international relations” means practice of 
world politics. 

3. IR is current affairs. IR is more than simply what 
happens - it is about how we understand what happens.

4. IR has a clear definition. IR can be many different things 
to different people. 

5. Theory is a waste of time. IR cannot be understood 
outside the theories.
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What is the international 
relations? 

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
Epoka University 
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Outline of today

•What is meant by IR,
•How and why the study 
of IR emerged, and

•Changing agenda of IR.
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Entry to IR

• Domestic vs world news in media.
• Wars, earthquakes, floods news 

dominating.
• Current issues that dominate today’s 

news? N. Korea, Syria, refugees…
• This is entry to IR, however, IR is not 

to be equated with the current affairs. 
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What IR is not? 

1. IR is not only news; it seeks to reflect more 
deeply on events, processes, actors; to 
offer explanations and analyses. 

2. IR can not be equated with what happens 
in a country; IR seeks to see how events in 
a country relate to international forces. 

3. IR cannot be equated with foreign policy 
analysis, though it includes within its 
scope. 
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What is IR?

• IR refers to external relations among nations, 
states, and peoples. 

• Adjective “international” coined by English 
philosopher Bentham in 1780, describing 
“relations among nations” in single word.

• “International” although it says relations 
among nations, it refers to state relations. 

• “International” relations is what goes beyond 
domestic politics. 
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What is IR? - 2

• Difference between domestic and IR is in 
different modes of organization: relations of 
actors in domestic politics are hierarchical; 
while relations between actors in IR are 
anarchical, involving no lines of authority. 

• International is premised on the absence of 
central authority. 

• Domestic politics is what takes place inside 
the states. 
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Divide between domestic and 
international relations

Domestic International
Inside Outside
Hierarchy Anarchy
Monopoly of instruments of
violence

Decentralized instruments of
violence

Lawful authority Self-help
Security Insecurity/Security dilemma
Justice Power
Community Friends and enemies
Peace and order War
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Terminology

• “International Relations” (upper case) is the 
study of “international relations” (lower 
case)

• “International Politics” is a synonym of 
“international relations”. 

• “World politics” or “global politics” is 
increasingly used as other actors have 
emerged rendering the traditional state-
focused agenda incomplete. 
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IR as a discipline

• Is a IR a discipline in itself?
• Discipline comprises: a distinctive 

focus, a set of institutions and 
traditions of thought. 

• Distinctive focus: Although no broad 
agreement exists, subjects covered by 
IR relatively are distinguishable from 
other disciplines. Lesson 2 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



Institutionalisation of the study of IR

• Universities, departments, centers 
established, including University of Wales, 
LSE, University of Oxford, etc, and then 
Epoka. 

• Journals: International Organisation, 
International Security. 

• Associations: ISA; EISA. 
• Think tanks: Carnegie, Chatham House, 

Albanian Institute of International Studies.
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Traditions of thought 

• IR draws upon traditions of thought that 
have developed IR. 

• Although IR departments were established 
in early 20th century, IR scholar could draw 
upon writings written over two millennia. 

• Thucydides (thjusɪdɨdi), Machiavelli, 
Grotius wrote on actors and events that 
shaped IR. 
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IR traditions of thought

• What are traditions of thought 
that have influenced the study 
of IR?

• Two dominant traditions are: 
realism and idealism or 
liberalism.
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Realism

• States exist in a condition of anarchy. 
• Anarchy compels them to seek and to balance 

power to ensure survival and security.
• IR is a realm of power politics, where national 

interests clash; no place for moral claims. 
• Character of IR remains unchanged through 

history. 
• Prominent realists: Thucydides (thjusɪdɨdi), 

Machiavelli, Hobbes, Waltz. 
Lesson 2 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 13



Idealism or liberalism 

• History is progressive, not static.
• Humankind can escape the conditions in 

which states are insecure and in war.
• Commerce, international organizations key to 

world order. 
• Prominent liberals: John Locke, John Stuart 

Mill, Immanuel Kant. 
• It emerged as intervention against the 

concentration of state power. 
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Realism and liberalism compared

Realism Liberalism
Main actor States Individuals
Contextual focus Anarchy Institutions
Fundamental
value

Security Liberty

Elemental
behavior

Conflict Cooperation

Outlook Pessimism Optimism
View of history Repetition Progressive

change
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Alternative traditions

• “Marxism” or “revolutionism” focusing on 
historical development of capitalist system 
and class conflict.

• “Critical theory” focusing on inequalities. 
• “Rationalism”, “English School” or 

“neoliberal institutionalism” accept 
existence of anarchy, but deny that world 
order lacks rules and norms. 
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Origins and development of IR

• Origins of IR are to be found on the 
eve and aftermath of the WWI:

• Number of international conferences 
and organizations established: 

• Hague conferences on the laws of 
war in 1899 and 1907; 

• League of Nations in 1920.
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Origins and development of IR - 2

• Initial focus was on war. 
• Later, focus was on “balance of power”, 

“secret diplomacy”, “collective security”, 
“open diplomacy” (promoted by Wilson). 

• All these amounted to progressive 
institutionalization of liberal principles. 

• Liberal agenda dominated the discipline 
between the two world wars. 
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Great debates in the history of IR 
discipline

• New liberal agenda came under attack by 
realists in the book “the twenty years 
crisis, 1919-1939”. 

• According to this book, liberalism failed 
to take into account the power in the 
analysis of international relations. 

• This became to be known as the “first 
great debate” in IR. 
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Great debates in the history of IR 
discipline - 2

• “Second great debate” occurred in 1960-1970s 
on what is best way to acquire knowledge in IR: 
Scientific versus classical methods, methods 
based on natural science versus methods based 
on interpretation and normative judgments.

• “Third great debate” occurred between neo-
realism and neo-liberalism (Positivism), and 
critical theories (post-positivism). This debate 
was related to discussions on the changing 
agenda of international relations.
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Changing agendas

• Traditional and new agendas exist alongside.
• Liberalism and realism dominated traditional 

agenda, discussing international anarchy 
versus international hierarchy. 

• Realists believing that the anarchy is eternal 
feature of the world system, while liberals 
believing that the change is possible and that 
domestic hierarchy can be replicated in the 
international system. 
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Changing agendas - 2

• Critical turn in IR posed a challenge to two main 
theories for taking the world as it is. 

• Critical theories (Marxism, feminism, 
postmodernism, critical theory) look for 
possibilities of transformation of world order. 

• Constructivism looked to these structures as 
constructed, as it called the “anarchy is what 
states make of it”, rather than given, and that 
anarchy does not occur independently of states. 
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Must readings

• Must readings: 
• Devetak: Pages: 1-14.
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Origins of the international 
relations 

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
Epoka University 

Lesson 3 1PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university



Outline of today

•Birth of international 
politics.

•Ethics in IR.
• International system.
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BIRTH OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
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Birth of International Politics

• History of international politics begins in 
Greek city-states in 5th century BC. 

• First, it is one of earliest examples of what 
later came to be viewed as a system of 
independent states. 

• Second, it gave earliest known analysis of 
international politics: the History of the 
Peloponnesian War, written by 
Thucydides. Lesson 3 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 4



Sparta and Athens in war

• In 431 BC, Sparta and Athens went to war. 
• Thucydides asserted that the war was caused 

by imbalance in power between Athens and 
Sparta / Rise of Athens’ power and fear 
emerging in Sparta.

• As Athens’ power approached that of Sparta, 
Spartans feared that Athens would become 
strong enough to attack Sparta. To avoid that, 
Sparta attacked Athens first.
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Thucydides

• His analysis was first attempt to advance 
understanding of how international politics 
works.

• Provided embryonic theory of international 
politics that has persisted to this day. 

• Key actors were: “states”.
• Key factor in international politics was: 

distribution of power, upon which war and 
peace depended.
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Thucydides - 2

• Thucydides argued that discussions of 
justice had no place in international politics.

• Moral arguments were simply disguises for 
the ambitions of states.

• He stated that “the strong do what they can 
and the weak suffer what they must.”

• Human nature caught in the situation of 
Prisoner’s Dilemma where if you cheat, you 
get rewarded and if you trust, you loose. Lesson 3 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 7
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Medieval times

• Global politics did not consist of relations 
between states. 

• Empires were the rule, their borders 
were fluid, and they tended not to have 
extensive relations with anyone other 
than their closest neighbors.

• Roman Empire as a single empire 
dominated international politics. 
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From Empires to Feudal system

• Collapse of Roman Empire, led to feudal 
system. 

• Feudal system: No single ruler has 
absolute authority over a given territory.

• Political authority was defined personally 
and religiously, rather than territorially. 

• Given territory had several different 
levels of rulers.
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Continuity and change in IR

• Some aspects of IR have not changed since 
Pelopponesian war or Thucydides.

• Logic of hostility, security dilemma, 
alliances, balance of power, have remained 
similar. 

• We need to understand continuities and 
changes. 

• Take lessons from history and adapt to 
current circumstances.Lesson 3 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 11



Continuity and change in IR - 2

• States remain principal actors.
• No emergence of world

government.
• Non-state actors have not replaced

the states.
• “State” as phenomenon continues

to spread.
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Forms of international politics over 
centuries

• World imperial system: one government 
controls most of the world, e.g. Roman 
Empire. 

• Feudal system: non-territorial loyalties. E.g. 
Europe after the Roman Empire. 

• Anarchic system of states: system of states 
with no hierarchy above them. E.g. Ancient 
Greek city-states, Machiavelli’s Italy and 
today’s world after 1648 Treaty of Westphalia.
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Anarchic system of states

• Sovereign territorial state.
• Self-help system or state of nature. 
• Legal: no common police enforcement 

of international norms and rules. 
• Political: no monopoly and no 

hierarchy. 
• Social: no sense of community. 
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Divergent views on the nature of 
international politics

• Hobbes – pessimist, realist: insecurity, force, 
survival; states at the centre of the world 
politics.

• Locke – optimist, liberal: people could 
develop ties and contacts. 

• Realist view: continuity. 
• Liberal view: change. E.g. rising of Japan 

based on trade or transnational issues 
altering state-centric orientation.
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Today’s world?

• Mix of continuity and change.
• Both theories (realism and liberalism) are right 

and wrong.
• Weakness was inability to explain the change; 

and the best to expose weakness was 
constructivism.

• Weaknesses led to emergence also of other 
theories: Marxism or dependency theory; 
neo-realism; neo-liberalism; feminisim.
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Pillars of international politics

• Three pillars: Actors, goals and instruments.
• Each changing. 
• Actors: rise in number and in strength of states 

and non-state actors with influence.
• Goals: threats change from security to economy 

to health to human rights.   
• Instruments: military force not the only 

instrument; costly and less effective to use it. 
Interdependence, IOs play a role as well.    
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ETHICS IN IR
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Morality and ethics in IR

• Realists: moral concerns play no role in IR.
• In reality, moral concerns do play a role.
• People and states seek help from others on 

morality grounds, e.g. violations of human 
rights. 

• States with more power often tend to ignore 
moral considerations: “Strong do what they 
have power to do, and the weak accept what 
they have to accept”. 
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Morality and ethics in IR - 2

• Continuity or change in importance of ethics 
in IR? e.g. consider example of Iraq, Ukraine. 

• Moral arguments can be judged based on: 
intentions, means and consequences. 

• Limits to ethics in IR: limited consensus on 
moral values; states act based on interests; 
limited chances of justice. 

• Ethics applied when choices are available. 
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Three view of ethics in IR

• Skeptics (Realists): Ethics has no meaning in IR. 
Order necessary for justice. Comment: Morality 
exists even in harsh circumstances of IR. 

• State moralists (Realists and Liberals): society of 
states are based on rules, although there is 
limited enforcement of the rules. E.g. respect for 
sovereignty and no interventions. Comment: 
humanitarian intervention.

• Cosmopolitans (Liberals): IR as society of 
individuals where national borders have no 
ethical value and morality transcends borders. 
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INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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Changes in international system

• Two developments: development of system of 
sovereign states in Western Europe; and 
spread of that system to rest of the world. 

• Until 1970s world was composed of a single 
system of sovereign states. 

• Today the system continues to progress with 
rise of international organizations and non-
state actors, giving way to establishment of 
fundamentally new system.
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What is international system?

• System is set of interrelated rules. 
• In domestic system there is: president, 

prime minister, government, parliament. 
• International systems are less centralized. 
• States are not only elements of 

international system.
• International system is pattern of 

relationships among states. 
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What is international system? - 2

• Systems produce consequences different 
from intentions of actors. 

• Distribution of power among states helps 
to make predictions for behavior of 
states: geopolitics, alliances (enemy of 
my enemy is my friend), domino theory. 

• Three levels of analysis: individual, state 
and international system.
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“Individual” level of analysis

• Individual: it matters but not 
sufficient. E.g. leaders and their 
decisions.

• Common characteristics of 
individuals: human nature – evil 
within individuals as a source of war; 
but why some bad leaders do not go 
to war and some good leaders do? 
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“State” as level of analysis

• Do states go to war?
• Which type of states go to war? 

Democratic, communist, 
authoritarian?

• No war among liberal democracies. 
• Democracies have fought against 

authoritarian regimes.
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“International system” as level of 
analysis

• Structure affects behavior of states.
• Structure refers to distribution of power.
• Process describes patterns of behavior of 

units. 
• Structure and Process interact, but structure 

changes more slowly than process.
• When structure is known, the behavior of 

the states can be predicted. 
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Types of structures in international 
system

Structure of 
economy markets

Structure of 
international 
system

Monopoly Unipolar
Duopoly or 
Oligopoly

Bipolar

Perfect market Multipolar
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Process of international system 

Process is determined by:
1. Structure,
2. Cultural and institutional context 

determining incentives and capabilities 
states have for cooperation,

3. Whether states are revolutionary or 
moderate in their goals and 
instruments. 
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Goals and means of states

• Goals of states may change 
affecting process, e.g. French 
revolution of 1789: from divine 
right of monarchs to popular 
sovereignty. 

• Means change, e.g. from irregular 
to regular army. 
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Structure and process of 19th century: 
France

• Napoleon tried to establish uni-polar structure 
under French hegemony, but was defeated. 

• Congress of Vienna of 1815 restored old multi-
polar order, with 5 powers balancing each 
other: Britain, Russia, France, Austria, Prussia. 

• French revolution changed the process of the 
system through spread of nationalism and 
democratization and threatened to change the 
structure, but it failed.
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Structure and process of 19th 
century: Germany

• In 1870 Germany was united into one state 
from 37 separate states. 

• It did not change the multi-polar structure 
of the system, but it did change the 
distribution of power. 

• Bipolarity of alliances: one alliance centered 
on Germany, and the other on France and 
Russia. Later collapsing with start of WWI.
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Structure and process in modern 
times

• Structure and Process help to explain the 
changes in the international system.

• Consider unification of Germany in 1990.
• Soviet Union collapsed ending the bipolar 

structure, leading to unification of Germany.
• Structure changed: unipolar world.
• Process changed: Emergence of EU. 
• Domestic politics changed: democratization.
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Domestic politics in IR

• Domestic politics matters, affecting behavior of 
states in international politics. 

• Economics: Trading as instrument to prevent 
wars. 

• Social: Transnational contacts reducing conflicts.
• Political/Institutional: Anarchy stabilized by 

institutions.
• Political/Democracy: Democracies do not fight 

each other.
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Institutions stabilizing expectations

• Providing sense of continuity, e.g. EU to last. 
• Opportunity for reciprocity in getting 

benefits. 
• Flow of information, escaping Prisoner’s 

Dilemma. 
• Providing ways to solve conflicts. 
Leading to establishment of islands of peace or 

pluralist security communities (EU, NAFTA, 
Nordic), where war becomes unthinkable. 
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Democracy and war

• Is there relationship between domestic 
democracy and state’s propensity to go to war? 
Issue is disputed.

• Democracies seem to be involved in wars as 
often as other countries and their electorates 
have often voted to go to war. E.g. US in Iraq. 

• Liberal democracies do not fight other liberal 
democracies. However, theorized relation is 
between liberal democracies, and not all 
democracies. E.g. Peru and Ecuador in 1995.
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Defining national interests

• One view (Realists): international 
system dictates the national interest 
of a state based on power that it 
possesses.

• Another view (Liberals and 
constructivists): type of domestic 
society and a culture dictates the 
national interests.  
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Must readings for this week were:

•D’Anieri: pages: 24-
27.

•Nye: pages: 1-29; 
33-58.
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European origins of the 
international relations: The Concert 
of Europe and the Balance of Power

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
Epoka University 
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Outline of today

•Westphalian system,
•Balance of Power,
•World War I (WWI).
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Thirty years war

• It was motivated by religious conflict and by 
contest for political control over Europe. 

• Catholic leaders sought to defeat Protestants. 
• Triumph of “national interest” over religious 

motives.
• One third of population died: higher death 

rate than in WWI and WWII. 
• Exhausted, countries gathered in Westphalia 

in 1648 to make peace: Treaty of Westphalia.
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Westphalian System

• Modern sovereign state system is 
often called Westphalian system, 
after Treaty of Westphalia, signed 
in 1648.

• The Treaty of Westphalia 
enshrined status of sovereign 
states.
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Westphalia Treaty principles

1. Recognized existence of sovereign states. 
2. Defined rights of sovereign states; each 

state had complete authority over its 
territory. 

3. Acknowledged the reality of pluralism, in 
territorial terms (more than one state) 
and in religious terms (more than one 
religion). 
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In the Rest of the World?

China: 
• For most of past 2000 years, China existed as a 

single state, although the territorial extent 
and the strength of that state have varied. 

• In some periods, China expanded its 
dominance into periphery: Korea, Vietnam, 
and Japan. 

• During other periods, Chinese territory was 
controlled by outsiders.
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In the Rest of the World? - 2

Middle East and North Africa: 
• Establishment of Caliphate - unified political 

area. 
• Berbers in North Africa, Mamluks in Egypt 

broke away from Caliphate. 
• Tension between Caliphate and competing 

rulers. 
• Ottoman Empire as most powerful successor 

to Caliphate.
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In the Rest of the World? - 3

India: Feudal system dominated and no mutual 
recognition of sovereignty.

North and South America: Sparsely populated; 
relations between distinct groups of people 
and international politics were not pressing 
issue. 

Africa: Great diversity of empires and lack of 
consolidation of political authority into a small 
number of large entities.
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Sovereignty

Sovereignty has internal and external 
dimensions: 

• Internally, it meant that no one within a state 
had the right to challenge the ruler’s power; 

• Externally, it meant that no one outside a 
territory had the right to say what should go 
on within that territory (principle of 
noninterference in the internal affairs of other 
states).
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Sovereignty - 2

• Sovereignty is a principle, not a statement of 
fact. 

• Principle of today’s international system. 
• States are treated as sovereign only when 

other states officially recognize their 
sovereignty. 

• Recognition: acceptance by international 
community of a state’s sovereignty over its 
territory.
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Europe’s dominance

• Starting from 16th century, Europe 
came to dominate the globe. 

• Rest of world was forcibly 
integrated into European state 
system: first as colonies and after 
decolonisation, as sovereign 
states.
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Imperialism

• 19th century is notable for rise of imperialism.
• Imperialism: a country controls another country 

or territory. 
• Formal imperialism: Empire and establishment of 

colonies (territories that are governed from the 
imperial center, rather than having their own 
government). 

• Less formal imperialism: when economic means 
or military threats are used to control the 
government of another country. 
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French Revolution

• 1789 overthrew French monarchy; 
replaced with democratic regime.

• In revolutionary France, every adult 
male was considered a citizen, with a 
voice in government. 

• Every citizen of the French state was 
a “Frenchman.”
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Napoleon

• Napoleon sought to overthrow the 
Westphalian system in Europe.

• Rise of Napoleon: nationalism and 
democracy.

• Nationalism: nations as a primary 
unit of political allegiance.
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Napoleon - 2

• National self-determination: each state to 
consist of a single nation and each nation to 
have its own state. 

• Democracy: entire population, rather than 
small elite or a monarch, should control 
government. 

• Napoleon used democracy and nationalism 
for military purposes, and sought to expand 
French influence in Europe and beyond.
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Napoleon - 3

• Innovation in France was draft army, 
harnessing French nation behind war 
effort. 

• Napoleon conquered Austria and Prussia, 
but failed to conquer Russia and was 
defeated.

• He was defeated because others adopted 
his strategies. 
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Napoleon - 4

• From small professional to 
national army. 

• War became national war.
• Massive increase in the size of 

armies, scale of combat, and 
number of casualties.
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The Concert of Europe

• Agreement reached at Congress of Vienna in 
1815 in which European powers pledged to 
cooperate to maintain peace and stability.

• Mechanism to prevent a country from 
seeking to dominate the continent. 

• Understanding that peace could be 
preserved if active collaboration 
supplemented traditional balance of power 
politics.
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The Concert of Europe - 2

• Predecessor of League of Nations and of UN.
• First attempt to put into practice the 

emerging liberal approach to international 
affairs. 

• It occurred when Kant and Rousseau 
advanced the notion that there was another 
alternative to anarchy besides domination by 
a single dominant power, i.e. cooperation 
between states.
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Effects of Concert of Europe

• Post-Concert era considered as peaceful century 
in Europe’s history. 

• From 1815 to 1914, occurred only few wars: the 
Crimean War, Franco-Prussian War.

• Austria and Russia wanted the Concert to 
preserve the domestic status quo (autocratic 
politics) as well as international status quo. 

• Skeptics assert that Concert had little effect: 
deterrence, balance of power, effective 
diplomacy played a role, and not the Concert.
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Nationalism

• Nationalism unleashed massive revision of 
international politics. 

• Competition inspired by nationalism helped 
justify extension of European imperialism. 

• Nationalism among colonized peoples set the 
roots for the process of decolonization. 

• Nationalism altered map of Europe: Italy and 
Germany became united or Empires 
disintegrated (Ottoman, Austro-Hungary, 
Russia).Lesson 4 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 23
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Balance of Power

• Westphalian system did not resolve 
anarchy: it did not establish higher 
structure that can tell states what to do.

• Westphalian system did not prevent 
states from pursuing their interests.

• States often used war as a tool to achieve 
those interests or to assert dominance 
over Europe.
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Balance of Power - 2

• History of Europe from 1648 until early 
19th century was “classic balance of power 
system”.

• This was because of distribution of power.
• No state had ability to gain dominance. 
• Balance of power meant that no one state 

was  sufficiently powerful to defeat the 
others. 
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Balance of Power - 3

• Balance of power was fact and policy: 
balance became goal of policy.

• Balance of power helps to maintain 
peace? 

• 119 (10 of them hegemonic) wars among 
great European powers from 15th to early 
20th century; three-quarters of the time 
included a war involving a great power.
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Balance of Power - 4

• Outbreak of WWI is blamed to balance of 
power.

• Wilson considered it as cause of war and 
as evil principle as it allowed states to deal 
with their own citizens as they wanted.

• Did it maintain independence of states?: 
Not every state was preserved; Poland in 
18th and 20th century was carved up. 
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Power

• Power is ability to achieve one’s aims or ability 
to affect others to get outcome one wants.

• Ability to influence is related to possession of 
resources: population, territory, army, natural 
resources ... 

• Power conversion: capacity to convert 
potential power measured by resources into 
realized power measured by change behavior 
of others.
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Power - 2

• Power resources depend on the 
context: population (18th, 19th), rail 
(19th), nuclear (20th), internet? (21st). 

• Hard power: coercing others to change 
behavior based on carrots and sticks.

• Soft power: getting others to want 
what you want: culture, institutions, 
ideology.
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Power - 3

• Hard power makes soft power 
successful; Soft power does not 
depend solely on hard power.

• Soft power is becoming more 
important.

• What resources are most important 
sources of power today? Exercise.
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Albania, neighboring states and major 
power resources

States Hard and Soft Power Resources
Albania Cuisine, Language, Access to 

Sea, Human resources , oil
Greece Access to Sea, tourism, navy 
Italy History, Culture, Access to Sea, 

major trade brands, large 
economy, large army, 
population

Kosovo Young population, cuisine
Macedonia Infrastructure, cuisine
Montenegro Access to Sea, natural resources
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Balance: distribution of power

• Describes existing distribution of power. E.g. if 
Russia votes in favor of Kosovo, balance of power 
changes in favor of Kosovo.

• Describes relationship between equality of 
distribution of power and stability. E.g. more 
equal balance of power, more peace; or 
“hegemonic stability theory” when one state has 
preponderance of power produces stability.  

• Distribution of power is not sole factor to explain 
causes of war.
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Balance of power: as policy

• Describing to act to prevent others from gaining 
dominance. E.g. Britain entered to WWI, WWII 
to prevent Germany becoming dominant in 
Europe; Israel acts to prevent Iran of getting 
nuclear arms.

• Power often, but not always, dictates behavior. 
Exceptions: ideology, proximity of threat, 
economic interdependence.

• Bandwagon (join stronger one) or join weaker in 
order to avoid stronger dominate you. 
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Balance of power: as multipolar
systems

• Describing historical multipolar systems.
• Structure of European balance of power system 

changed in late 19th century: 
1. 1815-1870: Loose multipolarity; 
2. 1870-1907: Rise of Germany; and
3. 1907-1914: Bipolarity of alliances (Triple Entente 

– Britain, France, Russia; Triple Alliance –
Germany, Italy, Austro-Hungary).

Loss of flexibility in balance of power led to WWI.
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Balance of power: as multipolar
systems - 2

• Process: of European balance of power system 
changed in late 19th century: 

1. 1815-1822: Concert of Europe.
2. 1822-1854: Loose Concert.
3. 1854-1870: Nationalism and Unification of 

Germany and Italy.
4. 1870-1890: Bismarck’s revived Concert.
5. 1890-1914: Loss of flexibility.
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Alliances

• Balance of power is intimately related to 
concept of “Alliances”.

• Alliances are formal and informal 
arrangements that sovereign states enter 
into with each other in order to ensure their 
mutual security.

• Military and nonmilitary reasons can be 
source of an alliance. 

• Alliances may collapse or may change.
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WWI

• Killed 15 million people.
• Destroyed empires: German, Austro-

Hungarian, Russian, Ottoman.
• Europe lost dominance: US and 

Japan emerged as global players.
• Start of ideological battles: 1917 

Russian revolution. 
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Origins of WWI

System level causes:
• Structural changes: rise of German 

power; Loss of flexibility in balance of 
power and alliances; Balance of power 
became bipolar.

• Process changes: rise of nationalism; loss 
of monarchical solidarity; imperialism; 
Germany’s aggressive buildup in military.
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Origins of WWI - 2

State level causes, domestic politics: 
• Ottoman: Loss of Balkans in 1912; Balkan states 

fighting each other in 1913.
• Austro-Hungary: Fear of its disintegration due to 

raise of nationalism and rise of Serbia as power in 
Balkan region; killing of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
was a pretext.

• Germany: Poor domestic integration in Germany 
pushing government to seek hegemony outside.
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Origins of WWI - 3

Individual level causes:
• Low level of quality of leaders.
• Franz Josef of Austro-Hungary was tired 

old man.
• Czar Nicholas II of Russia was isolated.
• Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany weak 

man.
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War was inevitable?

• Three types of causes in terms of proximity of 
time to the start of WWI: deep causes, 
intermediate causes, and precipitating causes. 

• Deep causes: changes in the structure of balance 
of power and changes in domestic systems. 
(Alliances)

• Intermediate causes: German policy (military 
buildup), weak leadership, nationalism, 
imperialism. 

• Precipitating cause: assassination in Sarajevo.
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War was inevitable? - 2

• War was not inevitable. 
• History is path dependent: 

events close in over time, 
degrees of freedom of choice 
are lost, and probability of war 
increases. 
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Must readings for this lesson:

•D’Anieri: pages: 
28-37.

•Nye: pages: 59-84.
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American origins of the 
international relations: Wilson and 

the leagues of nations
PIR 131, Introduction to International 

Relations
Dr. Islam Jusufi

Epoka University 
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Ending WWI

• WW I was not over quickly.
• In 1917, US intervened on the side of Triple 

Entente (Britain, France, and Russia). 
• WWI ended in November 1918.
• Four major empires (German, Austro-

Hungarian, Ottoman, and Russian) 
collapsed.

• Communists came to power in Russia.
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Emergence of “Liberalism”

• Human nature is essentially good.
• People are capable of cooperation.
• Concern for others makes progress 

possible.
• Violence is result of evil institutions.
• War is not inevitable and War can be 

prevented through institutions and 
collective effort.
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Liberal reform program

• Three group of liberals on reforming 
international political system: 

• First group: advocating for establishing 
international institutions to replace 
anarchy and balance of power system. 

• Solution proposed – “Collective 
Security”: aggression to one state 
considered as aggression to all.
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Liberal reform program - 2

• Second group: Mediation and 
arbitration to settle disputes. E.g. 
1921 Permanent Court of 
International Justice to litigate inter-
state conflicts, 1928 Briand-Kellogg 
pact outlawing war.

• Third group: Seeking disarmament as 
a means to end war. Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 5



Ideas underpinning liberalism

• Promoting free international trade.
• Replacement of secret diplomacy.
• Termination of bilateral alliances and 

balance of power system.
• Self-determination: Giving 

nationalities the right through voting 
to become independent states.
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Wilson’s 14 points

Wilson’s 14 points speech of 1918:
1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at. 
2. Freedom of navigation upon the seas, 

outside territorial waters.
3. Removal of economic barriers and 

establishment of equality of trade conditions.
4. Armaments reduced.
5. General association of nations.
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Wilsonianism

• Force can be limited with law and by 
international institutions.

• Democracy can make the world more 
peaceful.

• Wilson believed that his 14 would 
establish world peace if 
implemented.
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Treaty of Versailles

• Armistice signed in Nov 1918.
• 6 months of negotiations at Paris 

Peace Conference starting in Jan 1919. 
• 28 June 1919: The agreement ending 

WWI.
• Exactly 5 years after Sarajevo 

assassination.
Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



Content of Versailles

• It set up the League of Nations.
• Redrew Germany’s boundaries.
• Germany to pay “reparations”.
• Limits on Germany’s ground forces and no air 

force.
• Emergence of: Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 

Poland, and Baltic states.
• Establishment of Collective Security system.
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Collective Security

• Method for preventing war.
• If any state initiated a war, all the 

others would come to the defense of 
the state under attack.

• Any state would know that if it 
started a war, it would face 
retaliation from every other country.
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How to establish Collective Security?

• First: make aggression illegal and outlaw 
offensive war.

• Second: deter aggression by forming coalition 
against aggression.

• Third: if deterrence failed and aggression 
occurred, all states would agree to punish the 
aggressor.

In Balance of Power, states would deter 
aggression, and if it would fail, they would use 
force.Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 12



Differences between BoP and CS

• First: Focus in CS is on aggressive 
policies of the state, and not its 
capacity.

• Second: In BoP coalitions were 
known in advance.

• Third: In CS, coalition is global with 
no neutrals or free riders.
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League of Nations on CS

• ARTICLE 10: Members of League undertake to 
preserve against external aggression territorial 
integrity and political independence of all 
Members of the League.

• ARTICLE 11: Any war or threat of war is declared 
matter of concern to the whole League.

• ARTICLE 16: Should any Member of League 
resort to war it will be deemed to have 
committed act of war against all Members of 
the League.
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Wilson on CS

• Paper agreements would not be sufficient.
• Rules and organizations are needed for 

implementation of agreements: LoN.
• Security as a collective responsibility. 
• Peace as indivisible concept. 
• International law transcended national law 

and sovereignty. 
• CS is to International law, what police is for 

national law.Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 15



Period of relative success for LoN: 
1924-1930
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• Reparations scale went down.
• 1924 - Treaty of Locarno allowed 

Germany to enter LoN.
• Disarmament negotiations.
• 1928 Kellogg-Briand pact 

outlawing war.



Failure of CS

• Compliance voluntary rather than 
mandatory.

• US Senate refused to ratify the 
Covenant of LoN: rejection of big player 
to join CS.

• Return to US policy of “isolationism”. 
• This prevented collective security to be 

implemented in practice.
Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 17



US and LoN

• US wanted to avoid involvement in 
international affairs.

• Monroe Doctrine of 1823: limiting 
American interests to Western 
Hemisphere (Americas).

• It rejected joining LoN.
• Reason: Article 16 of the LoN, fearing 

that it infringes on the sovereignty.
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Isolationism

• Doctrine that U.S. interests are best served 
by playing as little role as possible in world 
affairs, particularly in European affairs.

• Involvement limited to Western Hemisphere. 
• Fear that it would be drawn to distance wars 

to maintain collective security.
• Isolationism largely unquestioned, until 

Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941.
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Inter-war period 1919-1939: 
Road to World War II

• WWI caused a shift in global power: from 
Britain/Germany to US.

• Wilson called WWI “the war to end all wars.” 
• It was thought that memory of WWI would 

motivate to end wars. 
• But, 21 years later, in 1939, WW II began.
• It was to be more brutal than WWI. Why the 

world failed to prevent WWII?.
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Versailles implementation

• Germany signed the treaty under 
protest. 

• Right-wing German parties attacked it 
as a betrayal, several politicians 
assassinated. 

• Germany violated many disarmament 
provisions.  

• Hitler denounced the treaty in 1935. Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 21



France after WWI

• France wanted guarantees against 
Germany.

• Britain rejected: it is against the spirit of CS.
• Britain argued for inclusion of Germany into 

the system.
• France made an alliance with Poland and 

with Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Romania.
• French alliances were not in the spirit of CS.
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Germany after WWI

• Lost territory.
• Lost 7 million people.
• Army reduced and air force 

prohibited.
• “War guilt clause”: reparations. 
• Enormous inflation. 
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German resentment

• Germany came out unhappy from 
Versailles.

• Harsh peace terms led to 
resentment.

• Animosity, anger, economic crisis.
• Rise in nationalist sentiment 
• Rise to power of Adolf Hitler.
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Did WWI lead to WWII?

• Feeling of Germans that this time they 
can win.

• WWI did not end in 1918.
• People were brutalized and came to think 

that a war in this scale is not only 
possible but also thinkable.

• WWI and WWII? Separate wars? One war 
with two stages.
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Japan in Manchuria

• Japan emerging as imperial 
power: conquering Korea (1910) 
and Manchuria of China (1931).

• China asked LoN to condemn 
Japan’s aggression, but Japan 
prevented passing of the 
resolution.

Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 27



Japan in Manchuria - 2

• LoN reported that it was aggression, 
but was not able to take action under 
Article 16. 

• Manchuria crisis showed that LoN
had slow and ineffective procedures. 

• It was test for LoN and it failed. 
Result: Appeasement of Japan.
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Italy in Ethiopia

• Italy invaded Ethiopia in 1935 in violation of 
Kellogg-Briand pact.

• LoN applied sanctions.
• But BoP rationale (to have Italy on the side of 

France and Britain as counterbalance against 
Germany) prevailed over CS application.

• Sanctions were removed despite the 
continuing invasion of Ethiopia by Italy.

Result: Appeasement of Italy.
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Munich Crisis

• When Germany began violating Versailles 
Treaty, other countries did not respond.

• Munich Crisis: 1938 Munich Pact, 
negotiated between Neville Chamberlain 
and Adolf Hitler. The pact allowed Hitler 
to annex part of Czechoslovakia to 
Germany.

Result: Appeasement of Germany.
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Appeasement

• Strategy of avoiding war by acceding to 
demands of rival powers.

• Policy of conceding to aggression.
• Classic tool of diplomacy.
• Policy choice to allow for changes in BoP that 

benefit a rival state.
• 1815 appeasement of France (positive).
• 1930s appeasement of Germany (disastrous).
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Great depression as a root of WW II

• 1930s - period of economic 
depression. 

• Most countries increasing barriers to 
trade in order to keep jobs at home. 

• When every country took this strategy, 
world trade collapsed.

• Lack of international economic 
cooperation. Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 33



Fascism

• Doctrine - rights and goals of individuals 
are subservient to those of the nation.

• Nation as a single organism and nation as 
superior to all.

• Justifying authoritarianism, economic 
centralization. 

• Extreme militant version of nationalism. 
• Mixture of nationalism and socialism.
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WWI and WWII alliances

WWI WWII
Triple Entente 
(Britain, France, 
Russia).

Allied powers 
(France, Britain, SU, 
US).

Triple Alliance 
(Germany, Austria-
Hungary, Italy).

Axis powers 
(Germany, Italy, 
Japan).
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Hitler’s war

• Short sharp wars: blitzkrieg.
• Hitler as aggressor and opportunist stepping into 

vacuum established by appeasement policies. 
Hitler had four choices: 
1. Choosing passivity (not considered).
2. Economic growth (not considered).
3. Regain some of Germany’s losses (not 

considered). 
4. Expansionist strategy (adopted).
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Hitler’s Expansionist strategy in four 
phases

• First (1933-1936): 1933 – withdrawal from 
LoN; 1935 - denouncing military clauses of 
Versailles; 1936 – moving troops to Rhineland. 

• Second (1936-1940): 1936 - Axis pact with 
Italy and Anti-Comintern pact with Japan; 
1938 - invasion of Austria; 1938 - Munich Pact; 
1939 - invasion of Prague; 1939 - Pact with SU 
and partition of Poland; 1939 - Attack to 
Poland; 1939 - Italy invades Albania.
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Hitler’s Expansionist strategy in four 
phases - 2

• Third (1940): Blitzkrieg into 
Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Britain. Loosing the battle with 
Britain.   

• Fourth (1941-1945): 1941 attack 
against SU; 1941 declaration of war 
against US; start of the full scale war, 
leading to defeat.Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 38
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Hitler’s divide and conquer strategy

• By playing the potential allies against each 
other, Germany was able to divide and 
conquer.

• Germany was defeated when Hitler 
abandoned this strategy and chose to go to 
war with all of the countries simultaneously.

• Playing with the national self-determination 
card when recovering territories lost in WWI.
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WWII and aftermath

• Human costs: 35-50 million people.
• WWII ending with unconditional surrender of 

Germany and Japan.
• World became bipolar structure.
• End of Europe as arbiter of the balance of power.
• Europe becoming periphery for great power 

rivalries.
• International system was established that would 

probably last until the current days.
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Origins of WWII from levels of 
analysis perspective  

System level causes:
• Structural changes: Failure of Collective 

Security system; WWI did not solve the 
German problem; Versailles was harsh 
towards Germany; undeterred Germany 
due to absence of SU and USA.

• Process changes: German revisionist 
policies; Growth of fascism.
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System level causes

• Whether either rigorous enforcement of 
the treaty or a more generous treaty 
would have avoided a new war?

• Appeasement: determination of most 
leading states to avoid war probably 
made war more likely?

• If US would have been involved in LoN, 
the war would have been prevented?
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State level causes

• Expansionist policies of Germany.
• Internal ideological disputes in France 

and Britain whether to confront Hitler.
• Economic collapse; Great depression 

and failure to establish international 
economic cooperation.

• US isolationism. 
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Individual causes

The role of Hitler:
• Ideology.
• Racist policy.
• Leadership success or 

failures.
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Three types of causes in terms of 
proximity of time to the start of WWII

• Deep causes: unfinished WWI 
business.

• Intermediate cause: socio-
economic conditions that led 
Hitler to power.

• Precipitating cause: Hitler’s 
strategy for domination.
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WWII was inevitable?

• Not inevitable.
• But path dependency played a 

role: Great depression 1928, 
Hitler coming to power in 1933, 
Failure of Collective Security, 
Appeasement, 1938 Munich Pact, 
etc. 
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Pacific war

• It had separate origins.
• Japan’s imperialist ambitions. 
• Japanese expansion to Korea and 

China, motivated by economic 
pressures and nationalism. 

• 1941 Pearl Harbor attack and attack 
to Indonesia and Philippines.
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Origins of Pacific War

• Individual: Expansionist generals (Japan); 
Roosevelt applying sanctions against Japan.

• State: Japanese militarism; US isolationism.
• System: Collapse of CS removing constraints to 

Japanese imperial ambitions. 
• Deep and intermediate causes: Japanese 

expansion; US isolationism.
• Precipitating cause: US sanctions against Japan; 

Japanese Pearl Harbor attack.
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Two types of world wars in 20th

century
• WWI: Accidental war.
• WWII: Planned aggression and failure to deter 

it.
• Accommodation of Germany prior to WWI -

might have prevented WWI.
• Deterrence of Germany in interwar years -

might have prevented WWII.
• Deterrence did not work in the case of Japan.

Lesson 5 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 50



Lessons learned from WWII

• First: rise to power of nationalistic 
and undemocratic regimes in 
Germany, Italy, Japan. 

• Second: democracies under threat if 
economies perform badly.

• Third: Neglecting to confront 
expansionist powers.
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Must readings for this lesson:

• D’Anieri: pages: 38-44.
• Nye: pages: 87-112.
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Cold War
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Dr. Islam Jusufi
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Cold War: what kind of system?

• Feature of international system in the 
20th century.

• Rivalry between US and Soviet Union.
• Shaping cooperation and conflict 

among states in 1945-1991.
• Shaping almost every aspect of 

international relations in 1945-1991.
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Cold War: what kind of system? - 2

• Geopolitical conflicts. 
• Ideological conflicts. 
• Rivalries.
• Fault lines: Iron Curtain; Germany 

divided; Korea divided.
• Continuing to shape Post-Cold War 

period.
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Cold War content

• Conflict between US and Soviet Union.
• Two camps.
• No actual combat.
• Leading to arms race never seen before.
• Conflict driven by concerns of security, 

survival, ideology and interests.
• Contest for superiority and strategic 

influence.
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Cold War definition

• Conflictual relations between US and SU 
and their respective allies.

• Many wars caused by rivalry.
• Conflict as a feature of the system.
• “Cold” because no “hot” occurred.
• Third war between great powers since the 

start of 20th century.
• Bipolar distribution of power.
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Cold War definition - 2

• Struggle for hegemonic leadership.
• 42 years war.
• Rivalry to contain each other and to 

prevent hegemonic leadership.
• Sphere of influence in specified area of 

globe.
• Contest for power.
• Contest of ideas.
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Cold War patterns

• Reciprocity in relations. 
• Cooperation and Confrontation; but 

confrontation prevailing over 
cooperation.

• Power politics disregarding respective 
ideologies.

• Security regime: avoidance of all-out 
war.Lesson 6 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 11



START AND ORIGINS OF COLD WAR: 
1945-1953
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When it started?

• No clear starting date of 
Cold War.

• In the wake of WWII.
• Collapse of WWII alliance 

among US, Britain and SU.
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Ideological origins of Cold War

• Bolshevik revolution: 
revolutionary ideology.

• Soviet Policy of communist 
dominance.

• US fear of spread of communism: 
anticommunist movement.
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Ideological origins of Cold War - 2

• Domino theory: Fall of one 
country to communism would 
cause its neighbors to fall like a 
row of dominoes.

• Capitalism as a source. 
• Ideological incompatibilities.
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Security origins of Cold War

• Insecurity felt by Soviets.
• Aggressive and expansionist Soviet 

foreign policy.
• Containment policy applied by US.
• Demonizing adversary.
• Over-militarizing the response.
• Security dilemma. 
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Misperceptions as origins of Cold War

• Diplomatic misunderstandings and 
misperceptions.

• Rivals’ mistrust, leading to 
misperceptions about each other’s 
motives.  

• Different perceptions of reality.
• Overestimating enemy’s strength.
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Cold War origins based on Levels of 
Analysis

• Individual level: Stalin, aggressive; Truman, 
harsh in response to SU, cutting aid to SU. 

• State level: Desire of capitalism or 
communism to spread. 

• Systemic level: Inevitability due to bipolar 
structure of post WWII balance of power; 
WWII devastating warring parties; Emergence 
of power vacuum in 1945; SU and US as sole 
powers able to exert influence in globe.
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How it started?

• As WWII ended, tensions among two 
sides started to emerge.

• Tense February 1945 meeting in Yalta.
• Death of President Roosevelt in April 

1945.
• Coming to power of President Truman, 

known to be anti-soviet.
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How it started? - 2

• SU did not accept self-determination of 
Eastern European nations; no withdrawal of 
troops from Iran in 1946, asking for bases in 
Turkey; communist take over in 
Czechoslovakia in 1948. 

• Soviet blockade of Berlin in order to force 
western powers out.

• SU did not support UN; did not allow for 
elections in Poland. 
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COLD WAR CONCEPTS
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Containment 1946

• US proposed to establish containment
lines to limit the expansion of Soviet 
communism and constrain Soviet 
influence and power.

• It can be offensive or defensive 
containment. 

• Use of military power; economic power; 
or soft power. 
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Containment 1946 - 2

• Earlier tried method: European 
monarchies attempting to contain the 
spread of French revolutionary ideals. 

• Interventionist and military dimension 
of US containment policy. 

• Intimidating with the military attack.
• To prevent change in balance of power.
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Geographic spheres of influence

• Geopolitical: geographical 
competition.

• Ideological competition: West vs
East; Communist vs Capitalist. 

• Appeal of communism to 
populations immediately following 
WWII.
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Geographic spheres of influence - 2

• Conflict over Europe.
• Mao coming to power in China.
• De-colonisation provided 

opportunity for rivalry.
• Conflict of interests for different 

geographies.
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Bipolarity

• Power concentrated in two competing centers.
• West: NATO, 1949.
• East: Warsaw Treaty Pact, 1955.
• Europe as centre of struggle.
• Europe divided between Soviet dominated East, 

run by communists; and democratic West, that 
relied on American military power.

• Later bipolarity expanding to whole globe via 
“extended deterrence”.
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Truman doctrine 1947

• Providing military assistance to 
Greece and Turkey to contain 
Soviet expansion.

• Support to free peoples who are 
resisting attempted subjugation by 
armed minorities or by outside 
pressures.
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Marshall Plan 1948

• Economic reconstruction of Western 
Europe.

• Economically robust Western Europe would 
be less prone to communist influence.

• Large scale loans for economic 
reconstruction.

• Soviets were also offered, but they 
declined.
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Berlin Crisis 1948

• First significant crisis of Cold War.
• Germany divided into four sectors. 
• Berlin similarly divided; located in 

centre of East Germany.
• Soviets sought to claim whole 

Berlin in 1948.
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Atomic or Nuclear bomb

• Manhattan project of US for nuclear 
bomb.

• 1949 nuclear test by Soviets.
• Leading to nuclear rivalry.
• Presence of American conventional 

and atomic weapons in Western 
Europe.
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Korean War

• 1950 attack by North, supported by 
Soviets, to US-supported South.

• War lasting until 1953. 
• 3 million lives lost.
• Korea divided into two: north and 

south. 
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SPREADING OF COLD WAR: 1953-
1969
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Spread of alliances

• Communist camp: aggressive and 
monolithic - formed of a large block and 
slow to change.

• Unified system with global ambitions. 
• Soviets, East Europeans, Yugoslavs, 

Albanians, Chinese, Koreans.
• Western camp: large scale US military 

presence to deter Communist camp.
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Regional tensions

• 1953 coup in Iran.
• 1954 coup in Guatemala. 
• Soviet support to national liberation 

movements in Congo and Cuba.
• 1956 Soviet intervention to Hungary.
• Local conflicts were put in global 

context.
Lesson 6 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 36



Berlin Crisis 1961 and construction of 
Berlin Wall

• Military standoff leading to 
construction of the Berlin Wall.

• Berlin Wall: preventing East 
Berliners to go to West.

• Physical division of the city as a 
symbol of the split of the world.
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Arms race

• Competition over strategic arms.
• Involving both Conventional and nuclear 

weapons.
• 1949 breaking the US nuclear monopoly.
• Expansion in the quantity of weapons.
• Development of sophisticated delivery 

systems such as missiles.
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Vietnam War 1955-1975

• US presence between 1965-1973 
supporting South.

• Fears that fall of South would lead to 
spread of communism in Southeast Asia.

• Breakdown of Chinese-Soviet alliance.
• Fragmentation of Communist bloc with 

the 1969 Sino-Soviet border war.
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Cuba Missile Crisis 1962

• SU secretly deploying missiles in Cuba.
• Withdrawing after tense negotiations 

with US.
• US withdrew its missiles from Turkey.
• Channels of communications established 

between US and SU.
• Continuing arms race.
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DÉTENTE: 1969-1985
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Détente 

• French word meaning release from tension.
• name given to period of improved relations 

between US-SU.
• Deliberate attempt to improve relations. 
• Interest in cooperation and restraint.
• Environment in which competitors can 

regulate and restrain their differences.
• Move from competition to cooperation.
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Why Détente?

• Risk of massive destruction 
necessitated restraint.

• Khrushchev’s policy of peaceful 
coexistence with capitalism.

• Improvement of relations 
between US-SU and US-China.
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Détente steps

• 1972 US recognition of People’s 
Republic of China.

• 1972 Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty.
• 1975 Helsinki Final Act: establishing 

human rights as basis for US-SU 
relations.

• 1975 Apollo–Soyuz joint space flight.
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Détente results

• Establishment of Hot Line in 1963 between 
White House and Kremlin.

• 1956 Soviets dissolved Cominform
(Communist information bureau, 
coordinating the work of communist parties 
in other states).

• Detente led to brief relaxation of relations: 
visits, cultural exchanges, trade agreements, 
joint technological ventures.
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Emergence of new rivalry

• 1973 Arab-Israeli war.
• Soviet support to revolutionary movements.
• Success of 1970s revolutions in Ethiopia, Iran, 

Cambodia, Angola, Afghanistan, Nicaragua.
• 1979 Soviet intervention to Afghanistan.
• Reagan’s hard-line position: large military 

spending – Star Wars; US interventions to 
Soviet-allied El Salvador and Nicaragua.
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END OF COLD WAR: 1985-1991
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Origins of the end of Cold War

Individual level:
• 1985 election of Gorbachev.
Structural circumstances:
• Soviet economy stagnating since 1978.
• Soviets not able to continue arms race and 

reductions in Soviet military arsenal.
• Glasnost and Perestroika.
• Defensive military doctrine by Soviets.
• End of support to revolutionary movements.
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How it ended?

• Popular dissatisfaction in East, e.g. Solidarity 
in Poland.

• Spread of Nationalism.
• Giving up of Brezhnev doctrine (right of SU to 

intervene in Communist countries).
• Velvet (gentle) revolutions in Eastern Europe.
• Collapse of communism and emergence of 

new states.
• Nuclear annihilation ended.
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How it ended? - 2

• Carter doctrine: willingness to use force to protect 
US access to oil resources in Middle East.

• Reagan doctrine: support anti-communist 
insurgents in Afghanistan, Angola, Nicaragua.

• Soviets ended support to Cuba.
• Withdrew from Afghanistan and from EEurope. 
• Failed coup attempt against Gorbachev.
• Berlin wall came down (1989), Germany reunited 

(1990), Warsaw pact dissolved (1991); SU collapsed 
(1991).
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Why there was no war between two 
rivals?

• Earlier in 20th century, great power 
rivalries ended in great wars (WWI and 
WWII); it did not happen in the case of 
Cold War.

• Good communication and diplomacy.
• Lack of physical proximity.
• Nuclear weapons – balance of terror -

deterrence. 
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Why there was no war between two 
rivals? 2

• Realism did not correctly predict when it said that 
no great power would accept the loss of position 
to another hegemonic rival without a fight.

• George Kennan’s nonmilitary containment led to 
end of Cold War.

• Neo-realists argue that deterrence and west’s 
superior military power ended Cold War.

• Neoliberals said that Cold War ended because 
Soviets looked to West for inspiration.
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Cold War and IR theories

• Geopolitics: Dominance of 
Realism.

• Détente: rise of Liberalism.
• Ideas: emergence of 

Constructivism.
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Did Cold War end?

• Yes, but its implications continue.
• Divided Yemen.
• Divided Korea.
• Status of Taiwan. 
• Terrorism.
• Environmental disasters – Chernobyl.
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Must readings for this lesson:

• Devetak: pages: 281-292.
• Kegley: 100-112.

Lesson 6 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 55



States as actors in the 
international relations

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
Epoka University 
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STATE
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What is a state?

• Main, but not the only actor in IR.
• Actor with greatest impact on 

people.
• Principal site for political experience.
• Today, it is the world of states.
• Earlier, it was the world of empires, 

city-states, feudal states.
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What is a state? - 2

• Sovereign states are modern 
inventions.

• For how long we do not know. 
• Abstract entity.
• Collective personality.
• Long duration: governments, 

population change; but, states remain.
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What is a state? - 3

• State: government + territory + population.
• Modern state: state + sovereignty + nation.
• Sovereignty: single, supreme decision 

making authority.
• Four criteria for statehood: government + 

territory + population + recognition by 
other states (1933 Montevideo 
Convention).
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What is a state? - 4

• Human community that successfully claims 
monopoly of legitimate use of physical force 
within a given territory.

• States as political associations where 
governments establish laws in pursuit of 
political doctrines. 

• Laws and political doctrines important for 
understanding the state; but means (coercion)
define what the state is. 
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“State” definition based on means

• State defined in terms of means: control 
and organization of force and violence.

• State is for order and peace; but they 
require enforcement through police and 
courts. 

• States claim monopoly over rights to 
enforce the law: internally (policy) and 
externally (army).
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Force, power, authority

• Use of force or threat to use of force as 
constant feature.

• Authority defines state’s sovereignty and 
legitimacy.

• States claim authority to enforce the law in its 
own choosing.

• Supreme and exclusive authority to rule over its 
territory and population.

• Right to be obeyed without challenge.
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State in IR

• State answers to no authority.
• Anarchy dictates choices that states make.
• Purpose of state is survival.
• Means to achieve survival: power and wise 

statecraft.
• Principle: Self-help or state of nature.
• Principle: State sovereignty, which gives 

freedom to do whatever is necessary to 
advance state’s interests and survival.

Lesson 7 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



State’s characteristics

• First, states possess sovereignty: 
supreme authority to enforce laws. 

• Second, states govern with monopoly of 
instruments of violence in both 
domestic (police) and foreign policy 
(army).

• Third, states are territorial units dividing 
the Earth.
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State’s characteristics - 2

• States are rational actors and 
often make bad decisions.

• IOs and other actors: play 
important role, but subordinate 
to states.

• International Law is a result of 
will and practice of the states. 
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When a state is not a state

• In Federal systems, constituting parts 
are also called states (California).

• They are not “states”.
• State in IR means a unit that claims 

and is internationally recognized to 
have a sovereignty.

• States are represented in UN.
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Origins of modern state

• In 16th century, “state” acquired the 
meaning close to the modern state. 

• Prior to state sovereignty, there were 
overlapping authorities over single 
territory (feudal system, between AD 500-
1500).

• Power was not monopolized, but shared 
by many actors: king, prince, Pope, 
Emperor, dukes, counts, parliament.Lesson 7 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 13



Feudal system of states

• Feudal system: fragmentation of political power, 
public power in private possession, armed 
forces secured through private agreements. 

• Each lord claiming control over a share of 
instruments of violence, labor and land. 

• No distinction between domestic and foreign 
policy of states. 

• No integrated units: territories and 
governments did not coincide with the nations. 
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SOVEREIGNTY 
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Ideas of State Sovereignty - Bodin

• Power should be concentrated in single 
decision maker.

• Well-ordered society requires absolute 
power, i.e. sovereign, who holds the highest 
power of command.

• Order can be maintained if one power alone 
possesses prerogative across territorial 
jurisdiction.

• Monopoly in the use of force.
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Ideas of State Sovereignty - Hobbes

• Before a state is formed, people lived in 
state of nature with no common power 
to keep them together.

• In the absence of authority, there is no 
security.

• Only establishment of sovereign state 
through social contract between rulers 
and ruled can the security be established.
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Ideas of State Sovereignty – Hobbes -
2

• First: Sovereign is supreme, standing over 
people and territory; no power can be 
compared.

• Second: Monopoly in enforcement 
capacity and no authority higher than 
state.

• Third: State like human body: head 
(prince), skin (borders).
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Ideas of State Sovereignty – Hobbes -
3

• Achieving peace and order within states 
does nothing to diminish insecurity and 
violence among states.

• States need to constantly be prepared for 
war and acquire external independence 
(Masterlessness).

• Masterlessness: denying any higher 
authority and denying external 
interference. 
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Ideas of State Sovereignty - Vattel

• States as free, independent and equal.
• Free: free to determine their own 

policies.
• Independent: free of external 

interference.
• Equal: all states possessing same rights 

and obligations.
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Historical origins of state sovereignty

• Sovereign State as a solution to religious conflicts.
• Sovereign State for de-theologization of politics. 
• Move from fractured lines of authority to power 

concentrated in a single site of governance.
• Sovereignty as historical and social construct 

through international rules and norms. 
• Sovereign state does not mean rejection of 

international law; international law is made by 
and for states. 
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Rise of modern state

• State as war machine: Emergence of sovereign 
state as a response to ongoing wars of 16th

century; state as war organizing machinery.
• Effective response to wars required monopoly of 

war instruments under single authority.
• War made states; and states wars: close 

connections between state building and violence.
• Need for regular finances brought the need for 

administrative and revenue raising capacities at 
the centre of the state .
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Process of disarming non-state actors

• Historical process to disarm competing non-state 
actors in order to concentrate the force in 
sovereign state. 

• Pirates and mercenaries no longer be tolerated to 
possess arms. 

• Basing the authority on territorial exclusivity.
• Elimination of non-territorial feudal governances. 
• Sovereign states as more efficient in organizing 

internal and external affairs of states.
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Declarations of Independence

• Documents of state making.
• Announcement for emergence of 

new states.
• Transition from being part of 

another state to independence 
alongside other states.
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Example: Kosovo’s Declaration of 
Independence

• “Convened in an extraordinary meeting on 
February 17, 2008, in Pristina, the capital of 
Kosovo,

• Observing that Kosovo is a special case arising 
from Yugoslavia's non-consensual breakup and 
is not a precedent for any other situation,

• Recalling the years of strife and violence in 
Kosovo, that disturbed the conscience of all 
civilized people,
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Example: Kosovo’s Declaration of 
Independence - 2

• Proud that Kosovo has since developed 
functional, multiethnic institutions of democracy 
that express freely the will of our citizens, 

• Regretting that no mutually acceptable status 
outcome was possible, in spite of the good-faith 
engagement of our leaders,

• We, the democratically elected leaders of our 
people, hereby declare Kosovo to be an 
independent and sovereign state.”
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Waves in birth of states

• First: early 19th century 
declarations of independence in 
Latin America and Balkans.

• Second: post-WWI declarations.
• Third: Decolonisation wave.
• Fourth: post-cold war declarations.
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Sovereignty

• Sovereignty is a principle, not a statement of 
fact. 

• Principle underpinning the international system 
today. 

• States are treated as sovereign only when other 
states officially recognize their sovereignty. 

• Recognition: acceptance by international 
community of a state’s sovereignty over its 
territory.
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Monopolies of sovereign state

• Coercion.
• National economic management.
• Law making.
• International representation.
• Border control.
• Political loyalty.
Does the globalization deprive states from 

these monopolies?
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Impact of globalization on sovereign 
state

• Impact is there, but states continue to 
retain their powers.

• Aspects of globalization are guided and 
controlled by the states. 

• Deterritorialization is happening, but not at 
expense of the monopolies of the states.

• Globalization impact differs from state to 
state.
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Impact of globalization on sovereign 
state - 2

• Developing countries fail to 
capitalize on the globalization 
benefits.

• Some countries become 
disempowered.

• Some others are becoming failed 
states.
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Cosmopolitan view of the sovereign 
state

• Sovereignty fosters exclusion and reproduces 
unjust structures.

• Territory, government and population does not 
have to be coterminous. 

• Post-sovereign statehood needed that widens 
political community beyond territorial borders.

• Exploring potential to share power among 
different levels of governance. 

• Overcoming distinction between citizens and 
foreigners. 
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NATIONS
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What is nation?

• A named human community.
• Connected to a homeland.
• Having common myths.
• Shared history.
• Distinct public culture.
• Common laws and customs for all 

members.
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What is nation? - 2

• To designate larger groups or 
collectives of people. 

• “Nation” more impersonal and 
abstract than “ethnic group”. 

• It can most adequately manifest 
itself in a state.

• Imagined and abstract community.
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Historical “nationalism” as a basis for 
nation

• Nationalism replacing religion as a loyalty to a 
nation.

• Language as a basis for bringing divided masses 
together.

• Sovereignty resting with the people.
• 19th century – age of nationalism.
• Nationalists ready to kill others and sacrifice 

themselves for the independence of their nation.
• Exclusionary treatment of others.
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Nationalist struggles during and after 
Cold War. 

• Decolonisation. 
• Independence struggles causing millions of 

deaths. 
• Ethnonationalist struggles of post-Cold War era.
• Ethnic conflicts.
• Ethnic cleansing and Balkanisation.
• Minorities.
• Indigenous peoples.  
• Stateless nations, and nationless states.
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What is nationalism?

• Shared group feeling seeking 
independence or dominance for its 
culture and/or ethnicity. 

• Individual identifying with or 
becoming attached to one's nation. 

• Patriotism: personal behaviors that 
support a state's decisions.
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Current and future basis of a nation?

• National membership based on the 
blood (more conflict prone) or 
territory (less conflict prone).

• World after nationalism: open forms 
of political community overcoming 
exclusionary politics of nationalism.

• “We the people of UN”.
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CHANGING SOVEREIGNTY
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Continuity and change in IR

• States remain principal actors.
• No emergence of world

government.
• Non-state actors have not replaced

the states.
• “State” as phenomenon continues

to spread.
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Changes in international system

• Two developments: development of system of 
sovereign states in Western Europe; and 
spread of that system to rest of the world. 

• Until 1970s world was composed of a single 
system of sovereign states. 

• Today the system continues to progress with 
rise of international organizations and non-
state actors, giving way to establishment of 
fundamentally new system.
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Moving away from sovereignty? 

• States used their sovereign consent to 
establish IOs that restricted subsequent 
operation of state sovereignty.

• IOs limit operational independence of states.
• States started to share jurisdiction with IOs.
• IOs try to get states to honor their 

commitments under international law.
• Pooled sovereignty, developments in science 

and technology.
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Human Rights and Sovereignty

• HR were considered as national matter 
rather than international matter.

• Formerly, national security and human 
rights were viewed as competing concerns.

• Challenges to legal positivist conception of 
sovereignty. E.g. 1975 Helsinki Final Act.

• No longer acceptance of continued national 
authority for implementing internationally 
recognized human rights. Lesson 7 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 44



THREAT TO SOVEREIGNTY 
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Consider humanitarian interventions 
and sovereignty

• Bosnia, 1992-1995.
• Kosovo, 1999.
• Afghanistan, 2001.
• Libya, 2011.
• Iraq, 2003.
• Mali, 2013.
• Ukraine, 2014. 
• Syria, 2015. 
• Yemen, 2015. 
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Definition of humanitarian 
intervention

• Threat or use of force.
• Across state borders by a state or group of 

states.
• Aimed at preventing or ending widespread 

and grave violations of human rights.
• Human rights of individuals other than its own 

citizens.
• Without the permission of the state within 

whose territory force is applied.
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Must readings for this lesson:

• Devetak: pages: 134-159.
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International and 
regional institutions

PIR 131, Introduction to International 
Relations

Dr. Islam Jusufi
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Emergence of “Inter-Governmental 
Organizations” (IGOs)

• States have been central actors in IR.
• But, there is emergence of new 

actors, including IGOs. 
• IGOs increasingly perform 

independent roles.
• IGOs increasingly exert global 

influence.
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Types of IGOs

• IGOs: members of which are the 
states which give them authority to 
make collective decisions to manage 
particular problems globally.

• Regional IGOs: geographic regional 
organizations. 

• Currently, more than 250 IGOs.
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IGOs’ features

• Have permanent feature.
• Possess institutional procedures.
• Some have permanent secretariats.
• There are overlapping memberships.
• Function as networks of 

interdependence.
• Issues covered range from trade to 

defense to many other areas.
Lesson 8 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 4



Size and purpose of IGOs

•Size: intercontinental; 
universal; regional; and 
limited membership.

•Purpose: single or 
multiple purpose.
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Design of IGOs

• IGOs vary in size, membership, scope of 
issues covered, centralization of tasks, 
rules for control of institutions, 
flexibility of arrangements in dealing 
with new circumstances.

• Varying mechanisms for dispute 
resolution.

• Varying decision making procedures.
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Design of IGOs - 2

• Design choices are function of: distribution 
problems, enforcement problems, number of 
actors, asymmetries among actors, uncertainty.

• Structure of IGOs can include executive, 
legislative and judicial features.

• Some of designs envision possibility for exit and 
for opting out.

• Some designs include dispute resolution 
mechanisms.
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Why IGOs?

• States form IGOs because it is in their 
interest to do so.

• Established to overcome Prisoners’ and 
Security Dilemmas.

• Problems can be solved easily with 
IGOs.

• Established to be a forum for 
discussion.Lesson 8 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 8



Why IGOs? - 2

• Need for institutions is like need for states.
• States and institutions as institutional 

solution to problem of autonomous choice 
in ‘state of nature’.

• In state, individuals out of their self-
interest, voluntarily cede some of their 
freedom of action in order to achieve better 
outcomes than those arrived in the ‘state of 
nature’. 
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How IGOs come into being?

• Hegemonic powers establish IGOs.
• Imposition and persuasion as means 

to establish IGOs. 
• Problems as a basis for 

establishment of IGOs. 
• Ideas like peace, security community 

matter for establishment of IGOs. 
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Domestic politics and IGOs

• Intellectual wall separating domestic and 
international politics is broken down.

• IR has domestic roots and domestic 
consequences.

• Domestic institutions support 
membership in IGOs.

• IGOs have impact on domestic politics: 
conditionality.
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Domestic politics and IGOs - 2

• IGOs subject states to 
restraints.

• IGOs provide legitimacy.
• They make difficult reforms 

implementable by providing 
political cover.
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SPECIFIC INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS
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United Nations

• Universal in membership.
• Multipurpose: from peace to economy.
• Post WWII institution – established to 

maintain peace.
• Born in 1945.
• Consisting of: 6 organs, specialized agencies, 

commissions and conferences.
• Members: 193 members.
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Who can become UN member?

• Every sovereign state.
• Admission is with decision of UN General 

Assembly upon recommendation of UNSC.
• Suspension of membership rights possible. 
• A member can also be expelled.
• Politics involved in membership issues. E.g. 

Taiwan, Kosovo.
• Rise of membership from 51 to 193.
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UN during Cold War

• UN fell victim to Cold War on many issues. 
• Paralyzed due to often veto used by Soviet 

Union and USA.
• Unanimous agreement among Permanent 5 

was seldom reached due to SU-USA rivalry.
• Great power rivalry; insufficient funds.
• Expansion of membership to South, changing 

agenda of UN.
• End of Cold War did not give expected results.
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UN organs

• General Assembly. 
• Security Council.
• Economic and Social Council.
• Trusteeship Council.
• Secretariat (Secretary General).
• International Court of Justice.
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General Assembly

• Representing all member states.
• Majority rule.
• No veto right.
• Can only make recommendations; resolutions 

not binding; Only clear power is over UN 
budget.

• Has grown in number and importance.
• Legislature and forum for debate on global 

issues.
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UN GenSecs

Nine secretaries general: (appointed by UN GA):
• Trygve Lie (Norway), 1946−1952.
• Dag Hammarskjöld (Sweden), 1953−1961.
• U Thant (Burma, now Myanmar), 1961−1971.
• Kurt Waldheim (Austria), 1972−1981.
• Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (Peru), 1982−1991.
• Boutros Boutros-Ghali (Egypt), 1992−1996.
• Kofi A. Annan (Ghana), 1997−2006.
• Ban Ki-moon (South Korea), 2007−2016.
• Antonio Guterres (Portugal), 2017-.
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UN Security Council

• 15-member council (5 + 10 elected to 
two-year terms by General Assembly). 

• Primary responsibility: maintenance of 
international peace and security. 

• Chaired by a president; presidency 
rotates among members, in 
alphabetical order, from month to 
month. 
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UN budget

• Three budgetary elements: regular, 
peacekeeping and voluntary programs.

• Allocations based on states’ capacity to pay. 
E.g. US pays 25% of the budget. Albania, 
0.010% of the budget (300.000 dollars per 
year).

• Number of states do not pay their share. 
• System of taxation without fair 

representation?
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UN’s major successes

• Conglomerate: network of 
agencies, commissions, offices, 
institutes.

• Change of agenda: from agenda 
of veto powers to issues close to 
developing countries.
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UN structural limitations

• Reflecting the world of 1945; not of today.
• Veto rights violating sovereign equality.
• UN no more than the mandates that member 

states give to it.
• Can it pursue independent purpose?
• States resist actions that compromise their 

interests.
• Ineffectiveness in peacekeeping.
• Failure of reform plans.
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Issues around UN

• UN as World Government: Some place 
great hope that UN may become world 
government; some are concerned that UN 
undermines sovereignty and democracy.

• UN as Irrelevant: UN has little power to 
compel actors to act. 

• UN as a Tool for States (institutionalism).
• UN as a source of norms (constructivism).
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Crucial functions of the UN

• UN Charter defines the states’ obligations.
• UN Charter establishes institutions that 

would oversee the honoring of these 
obligations.

• UN as an actor.
• UN as forum for discussion of important 

issues.
• UN as a resource for pursuing goals.
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REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
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European Union (EU)

• As example that cooperation among states 
is possible.

• As example that IGOs can help to produce 
cooperation.

• Good example for powerful role that 
regional IGOs can play in IR.

• Unique organization: security community.
• Supranational organization.
Lesson 8 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 27



Deepening

• 1951, European Coal and Steel Community.
• 1957, European Atomic Energy Community.
• 1957, European Economic Community. 
• European Community.
• 1994: European Union.
• Ever-closer union based on functionality and 

spillover.
• From Free Trade Area, to Customs Union, to 

Common Market to Union (single currency, CFSP, 
JHA).Lesson 8 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 28



Stages of Deepening in EU

Stages of economic 
integration

Content

Free trade area Removal of tariffs
Customs Union Free trade area + common 

external tariff
Common Market Customs Union + free 

movement of labor, capital, 
goods and services

Economic Union Common Market + 
harmonization of regulations
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Widening

From 6 to 28 member states.
• 1951: Original six. 
• 1973: UK, Ireland, Denmark.
• 1981: Greece; 1986: Portugal and Spain.
• 1995: Austria, Finland, Sweden.
• 2004: CEECs, Cyprus, and Malta.
• 2007: Bulgaria, Romania.
• 2013: Croatia.
• Candidates: Balkan countries and Turkey.
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EU organs

• Council of Ministers (Council of the EU, 
European Council).

• European Commission.
• European Parliament.
• Court of Justice (binding decisions).
• Economic and Social Committee.
• Committee of the Regions.
• Court of Auditors.
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EU uniqueness

• Authority over its members.
• Governance beyond member states.
• Binding decisions without being subject to 

approval by the states.
• Supranational authority: Member states 

giving up their rights to rule in certain areas; 
transferring this right to EU.

• Pooled sovereignty: decision making shared 
between member states and EU institutions.
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EU’s success and challenges

• Success in ensuring peace and prosperity in 
Europe.

• Success in transformation of communist 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe.

• Model for other regions.
• European identity?
• United States of Europe?
• How much deepening?
• How wide?Lesson 8 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 33



Other Regional IGOs

• OSCE (participating states).
• NATO.
• EFTA (Iceland, Norway, Switzerland, and 

Liechtenstein).
• European Economic Area (EU + EFTA).
• Council of Europe.
• WEU (merged with the EU).
• APEC; ASEAN; NAFTA; Caribbean common market; 

African Union; ECOWAS; Arab League; Mercosur.
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NATO

• Overcoming uncertainty for its future by 
going out of area.

• Expansion of its membership.
• Engagement with the third countries 

(Partnership for Peace, Euro-Atlantic 
Partnership Council, Mediterranean 
Dialogue).

• Widening to 29 members.
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Future of IGOs

•Rivalry between IGOs.
• Ineffectiveness.
•Phenomenon that is set 
to continue to spread.
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International Economic Institutions

• Bretton Woods institutions: IMF, World 
Bank, (WTO, formerly GATT).

• Why these institutions? Economic 
instability as source of wars; open 
economic systems essential for prosperity; 
pressures of globalization. 

• Democratic credentials are often 
challenged of these institutions: structural 
adjustment programs.
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IGOs according to IR theories

• Liberalism: IGOs as need for 
overcoming vulnerabilities.

• Realism: IGOs serve the interests of the 
states that established them.

• Constructivism: IGOs promote norms.
• Critical theory: IGOs maintain status 

quo.
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Readings for this lesson:

Must readings: 
Kegley: 171-198.
Optional: 
Review a website of a major international 

and regional organization, such as the 
UN, EU, Council of Europe, NATO, World 
Bank, RCC, IMF, WTO.
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INSAs

• INSAs change the face of IR. 
• They are involved in every 

issue of IR. 
• Their numbers are more 

than IGOs. 
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INSAs - 2

• They are actors acting internationally. 
• They are distinguished from IGOs: 

their members are individuals, not 
states. 

• They are non-governmental: 
corporations, NGOs and advocacy 
networks.
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TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 
(TNCS)
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TNCs

• TNCs are companies whose production 
and sales are international. 

• TNCs not new invention: British East Indies 
Company, Hudson’s Bay Company formed 
in 17th century to profit from colonization.

• After WWII, corporations became 
increasingly international in their 
production operations. 
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TNCs - 2

• Although some of them are national, 
their impact is international.

• Their international operations is 
reflection of international 
interdependence in production.

• TNCs concentrate the world’s wealth in 
their hands, owning more than 50% of 
the world’s wealth. 
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TNCs and norms

• This new wealthy class is able to act for itself, 
impacting international politics. 

• TNCs have led to bidding wars between 
governments.

• Protections provided to TNCs are institutionalized 
into norms and regimes of good governance.

• These norms then have become as 
conditionalities imposed by international 
financial institutions, such as IMF. 
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Leverage of TNCs

• Governments pay money to rating agencies 
to be able to access international credits.

• Governments also pay money to lobby 
groups in order to influence politics in other 
countries. 

• International business associations, think 
tanks, are means through which TNCs pursue 
political interests. E.g. WEF in Davos, or 
Global Compact of UN.
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Leverage of TNCs - 2

• In 2008 financial crisis TNCs were able to 
protect their interests at the taxpayers’ 
expense.

• One view is that TNCs operating in 
developing countries seek only to extract 
raw materials and to take advantage of 
low labor costs, and therefore tend to 
contribute little to economic 
development. Lesson 9 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



Leverage of TNCs - 3

• Competing view is that the capital that 
TNCs invest helps boost productivity 
and local skill, promoting development. 

• Their presence expands the tax base in 
the host country.

• A company might lobby its government 
to  pressure other governments on its 
behalf. 
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Leverage of TNCs - 4

• This approach opens up separate 
channel of corporate influence. 

• Many governments pressure other 
governments to enact policies that 
support TNCs.

• Many believe that influence TNCs have 
on states are effectively eroding state 
sovereignty. 
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Leverage of TNCs - 5

• In response to that, states work via UN to 
forge a “Global Compact” to promote 
agreed principles for TNC involvement. 

• The Compact includes principles such as 
that “businesses should. . .  make sure 
they are not complicit in human rights 
abuses” and “businesses should work 
against corruption in all its forms, 
including extortion and bribery”.
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INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANISATIONS (INGOS)
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INGOs

• INGOs represent society independent 
of governments. 

• INGOs are not established by inter-
state treaties.

• INGOs operate across state 
boundaries.

• INGO explosion has paralleled the TNC 
explosion.Lesson 9 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 14



INGOs - 2

• First registered INGO, the Anti-
Slavery Society, was formed in 
1839. 

• There was increase in the 20th

century, with number of INGOs 
growing from 1000 in 1914 to 
more than 37,000 in 2000. 
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INGOs as emerging force?

• INGOs are mainly concentrated in 
developed North rather than South.

• INGO distribution mirrors inter-state 
hierarchies. 

• INGOs can earn consultative status with 
UN ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council) 
with the following conditions: 
representative, accountable, transparent, 
democratic.Lesson 9 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 16



INGO legitimacy

• INGOs have influence in 
international politics.

• International opinions are 
affected by INGOs. 

• INGO advocacy centers on 
normative claims.
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INGO legitimacy - 2

• In their confrontation with the 
governments, INGOs have been able to 
establish pro-NGO norms.

• They have capacity to mobilize 
legitimacy for addressing global 
problems.

• INGOs attract high level of trust by 
populations.
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INGOs’ level of influence

• INGOs extend domestic public sphere into 
international contexts.

• They are means for globalization from 
below.

• They help for establishment of 
cosmopolitan democracy without borders.
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INGOs’ level of influence - 2

• They fill in vacuums between 
international power sources and 
national democratic structures. 

• INGOs extend forms of global 
citizenship.

• They enable application of universal 
principles of human rights beyond 
state borders.
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INGOs’ level of influence - 3

• They translate normative principles 
from one context to another.

• They establish less hierarchical 
international politics.

• They make claims for or against 
state policies, reproducing “state 
centrality”.
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INGOs’ level of influence - 4

• INGOs have established structured dialogue 
with IGOs: consultation, involvement in 
drafting of conventions, reports, service 
delivery, compliance monitoring.

• These engagement have been at the price of 
accepting the legitimacy of states and of IGOs.

• They have also sought to develop their own 
alternative programs: World Social Forum; 
Slow Food movement.
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INGOs’ level of influence - 5

• INGOs are positioned in the nexus 
between international flows and 
national jurisdictions.

• They have broadened the logic of 
inter-state politics.

• They have their own channels of 
communications and engagement.
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INGO leverage

• INGO leverage rests on their 
capacity to deploy normative and 
informational power.

• INGOs provoke public argument 
about most desirable or 
necessary course of action for 
governments and for IGOs.
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INGO leverage - 2

• INGOs are not necessarily against 
states. 

• They form part of global civil society 
which is independent of state. 

• They are not able to establish new 
world order, but they can transform 
inter-state relations.
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Transnational Advocacy Networks 
(TANs) 

TANs organize internationally to pursue some 
political, social, or cultural goal: 

• Médicins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without 
Borders) provides medical help in war 
zones. 

• Greenpeace lobby governments for policies 
to protect the environment.

• Human Rights Watch monitors human 
rights abuses.Lesson 9 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 26



TANs providing services

• There are more than 20,000 TANs. 
• Many TANs do not merely advocate; they 

act. 
• Organizations such as Doctors Without 

Borders, provide many kinds of aid 
directly to people around the world. 

• TANs play complementary role to that of 
governments and help millions of people.
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TANs setting agendas

• TANs play role in setting international 
agendas, defining goals, norms, 
standards. 

• TANs raise issue before it becomes of 
importance to governments. 

• By raising the issues first and defining 
agendas, TANs can influence the 
behavior of IGOs and states. 
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Protests and campaigns

• In the face of global challenges, protests 
have hit the streets around the world. 

• They believe that global cooperation 
must do a better job of managing global 
issues - especially those affecting people 
in developing countries. 

• Over the past years there has been an 
explosion in campaigns.
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Protests and campaigns - 2

Campaigns demonstrated INGO capacity and 
potential to catalyze change:

• Campaign for debt relief, 
• Campaign for HIV drugs, 
• Campaign for ICC, 
• Anti-dams campaigns, 
• Anti-poverty campaigns, 
• Campaigns for corporate responsibility.
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Protests and campaigns - 3

• With the protests and campaigns, new 
global politics is emerging with 
potential to catalyze change and 
innovation.

• Significant feature of these new 
movements is the pressure they exert 
on politicians and corporations to 
respond to the needs of developing 
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Protests and campaigns - 4

They help reshape global politics 
by playing two distinct roles. 

1. To put pressure on decision-
makers through campaigns.

2. Being involved directly in 
global negotiations.
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Protests and campaigns - 5

They address the issues in three ways. 
1. They aggregate views and demands and 

present coherent case for negotiations. 
2. They formulate common codes of 

conduct for members. 
3. They have undertaken measures to 

increase the involvement of actors from 
developing countries.
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What effect do INSAs have on 
international politics?

• Traditional view is that INSAs need to 
be taken into account only to extent 
that they influence states and 
relations between states. 

• Broader view is that activities of 
INSAs deserve to be studied as a 
major and separate component of IR. 
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What effect do INSAs have on 
international politics? - 2

• INSAs have constitutive role in IR.
• Non state actors restrain the 

power exercised by states.
• They exercise their autonomy.
• But, they are embedded within 

inter-state system.
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Readings for this lesson:

Must readings: 
Devetak: pages: 310-321.
D’Anieri: pages: 354-360.
Optional: 
Review a website of a major non-

state actor.
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SECURITY
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Events and problems labelled as 
“security”

• Wars, conflicts, genocides, ethnic cleansing.
• Riots, protests, civil unrest.
• Terrorism. Arms race. Repression.
• Threats to “sovereignty”, “territorial 

integrity”.
• Use of force.
• Deterrence.
• Humanitarian interventions.
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Security as a concept

• It refers to survival.
• Coercive and violent means 

found as acceptable ways to 
ensure “security”.

• Security as contested concept, 
but it mainly refers to threat and 
use of force.
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Security threats

• Economic instability and poverty; inter-
state conflict; internal conflict and large 
scale human rights abuse; organised crime; 
WMD; and environmental crisis.

• Differences of power, wealth, geography 
determine what each individual state 
perceives as greatest security threats. 

• (What are threats to Albania’s security?).
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“Realist” definitions of security

• Traditional state and military-centered 
view.

• Nation’s security is determined by its ability 
to defend itself against threats. 

• Integrity of national territory and its 
institutions as minimum.

• Security as zero-sum game.
• Nation is secure to the extent that others 

are not.
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Realist approach to security

• State priviliged as object to security.
• Threats coming from military and economic 

competition.
• War cannot be abolished.
• States act in “self-help” forming alliances.
• Fear (deterrence) and prudence restrain the 

states.
• Violence is linked with political ends (national 

interests).
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Realist approach to security - 2

• One group argues for war as a tool of 
statecraft, the other group argues that the use 
of force should be a last resort.

• Deterrence is the second phase in the war 
planning: initial aim of the military was to win 
a war; now it is to prevent a war.

• Security dilemma is realist thinking.
• Emergence of extended security approaches 

as regards the security threats.
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Copenhagen School’s definition

• “Widening” view on the meaning of security.
• Keeping agenda open to many different types of 

threats (military and nonmilitary). 
• To count threats as “security” they have to meet 

criteria that distinguish them from normal run of 
politics.

• They have to be staged as threats to a referent 
object by securitizing actor who thereby 
generates endorsement of emergency measures.
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Critical theories on security

• Critical School: holistic definition of security 
and moving beyond military definition.

• Welsh School: security as emancipation of 
individuals and groups from constraints 
which stop them from carrying out what 
they would freely choose to do. 

• Feminist: elimination of unjust (gender) 
social relations.
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Critical and feminist approaches to 
security

• Masculinity as source in defining security 
concepts.

• Holistic and non-statist security.
• Critical of security as it functions as a form of 

power to divide the world between us and them.
• Antagonistic construction of identity as a source 

of conflicts (India-Pakistan, Israel-Palestine, 
South-North Korea). 

• Politicised nature of security politics. 
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Liberal approach to security

• Development of rules (UN Charter, Geneva 
Conventions) and institutions (UN, OSCE, 
ASEAN Regional Forum) to govern state 
behaviour and punish wrongdoers.

• “Disarmament” as a method of prevention of 
war rather than deterrence.

• Liberal norms (rejection of use of force) 
coexist with realist norms such as use of 
force when nation under threat.
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Liberal concepts of security

• Collective Security: threat to a nation considered 
as collective threat requiring collective action.

• Common Security: achieving security not against 
adversary, but together with him.

• Cooperative Security: arms control, non-
proliferation and disarmament.

• Human Security: safety from threats; referent 
object is shifted from state to individual; threats 
not only from military.
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Constructivist approach to security

• Ideas and norms as basis for 
security.

• States act within norms 
voluntarily or under pressure.

• Security Community: Community 
settling disputes through 
peaceful means (EU, ASEAN).
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Security Sectors

• Concept of 'sectors' concerns 
different arenas where we speak of 
security. 

• List of sectors is analytical tool 
established to spot different 
dynamics: military, political, societal, 
economic and environmental.
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Security Sectors - 2

• Military security: states’ perception of each 
other’s intentions.

• Political security: stability of government.
• Economic security: access to resources.
• Societal security: sustainability of nationhood, 

language, traditions.
• Environmental security: maintenance of 

environment. 
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Security regions

• Security concerns do not travel well over 
distances and threats are therefore most 
likely to occur in the region. 

• Security of each actor in a region interacts 
with security of other actors. 

• There is often intense security 
interdependence within a region, but not 
between regions. 
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Securitization

• ‘Security' as a speech act with 
consequences.

• By talking ‘security’ actor tries to move 
topic away from politics, legitimating 
extraordinary means. 

• Securitization is intersubjective meaning.
• Securitization depends on audience 

accepting securitization speech act.
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ARMS CONTROL
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What is arms control?

• Limiting weapons to be used in war in 
respect of: level of armaments, their 
character, deployment or use.

• Formal through treaties or informal.
• Processes can be unilateral, bilateral or 

multilateral.
• Aim: to achieve security interests of those 

involved in arms control or wider.
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WMD

• Arms control applied mostly to WMD, but 
also to conventional weapons.

• WMD: nuclear, radiological, chemical, 
biological weapons.

• WMD because of potential to cause mass 
destruction.

• Nuclear can cause: tens of millions deaths; 
biological: thousands to millions deaths; 
chemical: thousands’ deaths.
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Conventional weapons

• Weapons that are not 
WMD.

• Sovereign states with right 
to own conventional 
weapons.
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Why arms control?

• Prevention of war.
• Overcoming negative effects of security 

dilemma.
• Opening communications channels among 

adversaries as “confidence building 
measures”.

• Reducing military and economic costs.
• Humanitarian considerations: limiting 

casualties.
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Cold War arms control

• Arms Control due to real possibility of war 
between US and USSR.

• 1963 Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; 
1972, 1979 SALT – Strategic Arms 
Limitation Talks; 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty; 1987 Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
Treaty; 1991 START agreements – Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaties. 
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Cold War arms control - 2

• Substantial reductions occurred under START 
agreements.

• Little was achieved by earlier agreements.
• All of the treaties were bilateral. Except three: 

1968 NPT; 1972 Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention; 1990 Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty. 

• “Mutually Assured Destruction” if nuclear 
deterrence did not work and nuclear war 
launched.Lesson 10 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 25



Post-Cold War arms control

• End of cold war did not decrease need for arms 
control.

• Number of states joining arms control increased.
• Today more than 20000 nuclear weapons 

available (majority held by US and Russia).
• Arms control extended to: chemical weapons, 

landmines, cluster munitions (because of their 
destructive and indiscriminate nature), ballistic 
missiles.
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Post-Cold War arms control treaties

• 1991 START I.
• 1993 START II.
• 1993 CWC.
• 1995 NPT Review and Extention.
• 1996 CTBT.
• 1997 Landmines Convention.
• 2002 SORT – Strategic Offencive Reductions 

Treaty.
• 2008 Cluster munitions treaty.
• 2010 New START.
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Arms export control measures

• 1974 Zangger Committee: list of nuclear 
equipment that may be exported only if IAEA 
safeguards are applied.

• 1975 Nuclear Suppliers Group: ensuring that 
export of nuclear materials will be used only 
for peaceful purposes.

• 1985 Australia Group: restricting export of 
materials related to chemical and biological 
weapons. 
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Arms export control measures - 2

• 1996 Wassenaar Arrangement on 
Export Controls for Conventional 
Arms and Dual Use Goods.

• 1987 Missile Technology Control 
Regime.

• 2002 International Code of Conduct 
against Missile Proliferation. 
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Arms control or disarmament?

• Growing convergence between arms control 
(implying limited existence of particular 
weapons) and disarmament (complete abolition 
of particular weapon).

• Arms control as means to balance possession of 
weapons.

• Disarmament as process and goal to completely 
eliminate particular weapon (biological, 
chemical, intermediate range of nuclear 
weapons, landmines, cluster munitions).
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Conventional weapons

• 1997 Ottawa Landmines Convention and 2008 
Convention on Cluster Munitions.

• 2006 International Arms Trade Treaty establishing 
standards for import, export and transfer of 
conventional weapons.

• Sovereign right to possess arms is under scrutiny 
for possible use for violations of human rights. 

• Barriers to arms control in conventional weapons: 
global arms trade by major powers.
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Small arms

• SALW – small arms and light weapons, 
as a threat to security.

• SALW: pistols, guns, grenades, missile 
launchers, rifles, mortars.

• 2001 UN conference on SALW as 
reflection of growing attention, 
resulting in SALW Program of Action.
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Arms control and IR theory

• For realists, arms control matters very little. 
Realists argue for independence in action. E.g. US 
withdrew from 1972 ABM Treaty. 

• Vast majority of states have signed up to arms 
control treaties pointing to Liberal or liberal 
institutional perspective of IR theory.

• In arms control, there is international society with 
rules and norms (English School of IR).

• Norms of humanitarianism imposing on states 
need for arms control (Constructivism).
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Nuclear regime

• Most prominent arms control regime on 
relates to nuclear weapons.

• 1968 NPT, IAEA.
• Last time used for military purposes in 

1945.
• Focus on non-proliferation.
• Goal is to move to complete 

disarmament.
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Nuclear regime - 2

• NPT is bargain between NWS (to eliminate their 
nuclear weapons) and NNWS (not to develop 
nuclear weapons).

• NPT’s three elements: non-proliferation, 
disarmament and peaceful use of nuclear 
technology. 

• Desire by some to acquire nuclear weapons 
continue: India, Pakistan, Israel, N. Korea, Iraq, 
Libya, Iran. Some of these refuse to sign up to 
NPT.
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Nuclear regime - 3

• NWS have not honored their promise 
to eliminate weapons.

• As long as some continue to possess, it 
will remain incentive to others to 
continue to acquire nuclear weapons.

• Inequality in international security is 
fact.
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Initiatives for nuclear disarmament

• Canberra Commission: Proposing a 
program for elimination of nuclear 
weapons.

• International Commission on Nuclear 
Nonproliferation and Disarmament 
(Australia and Japan).

• Seven Nation Initiative (Norway).
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CAUSES OF WAR
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War phenomenon

• War among sovereign states in 
under consideration.

• War is uncommon.
• Most states live in peace.
• No clear answer on causes of 

war.
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From freedom to conditional resort to 
war

• Formerly, states as sovereign used 
to have freedom to resort to war.

• This is not any more the case under 
League of Nations and under UN.

• States can resort to war under 
some circumstances.
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Types of thinking about war

• Pacifism, inverted revolutionism, 
absolute pacifism: no circumstances 
that justify the war.

• Realism, militarism: glorifies the war.
• Crusading, revolutionism: war 

justifiable as a means to bring about 
revolutionary change to the world.
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Types of thinking about war - 2

• Pacificism, defencism, 
rationalism, neorealism: war 
as an appropriate means with 
which to maintain 
international order or protect 
national interests. 
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Self-defense

• States have right of individual or collective 
self defence if armed attack occurs. 

• Some interpret that states have right to 
preemptive strikes and preventive wars 
when attack is imminent. 

• Security Communities as pluralistic security 
communities where war is ruled out within 
these regions (EU, Scandinavia, US-UK-
Canada).
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What is war?

• A state of armed conflict between 
different countries or different groups 
within a country.

• War to happen it should be between 
social groups and not individuals.

• Not enough to inflict violence; but also 
to distinguish between us and them.
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Types of wars

• Inter-state.
• Intrastate: Between existing regime and 

rebel groups (2001 Macedonia, 2001-
Afghanistan); Between existing regime and 
secessionist groups (1971 Pakistan –
Bangladesh, 1999 Serbia - Kosovo).

• Internationalised intrastate: Between 
existing regime and secessionist groups 
from inside and outside (1992 Bosnia).
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Necessary Causes of War

• No war between liberal democracies, 
because of: institutional and normative 
constraints, mutual trust reinforced by the 
record of unbroken peace, alliance against 
common undemocratic enemies, commercial 
interdependence.

• But absence of democracy in one of parties 
cannot be treated as a necessary cause of 
war.
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Necessary Causes of War - 2

• Both parties considering good chances 
of winning as a source of war.

• Optimism for victory not a necessary 
cause of war. E.g. Japan did go to war 
with US in WWII due to low chances of 
winning.

• Unwillingness to accept imposed 
conditions can be a source of war.
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Regular causal paths to war

• Presence of territorial dispute 
between roughly equal 
powers.

• Arms race.
• History of rivalry.
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Contributory causes of war

• Chance occurrences directing the 
sequence of events towards war.

• War conducive mechanisms.
• Actions and inactions of certain 

key actors contributing to the 
coming of a war.
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Chance occurrences

• At least two things occurring at the 
same time and perhaps in the same 
place. E.g. 1914 Sarajevo 
assassination.

• Assassination as a spark that ignited 
the fire; fire was already existing; 
without spark no fire would have 
been ingnited.
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War conducive acts

• Insensitive acts: Arentina’s 1982 invasion 
of Falkland islands, and UK fought back, a 
fact that was not expected by Argentina. 

• Reckless acts: Hitler’s invasion of Poland 
in 1939 that led to UK to declare war to 
Germany.

• Acts of contributory negligence: 
Appeasement of Germany in 1937-1939.
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Must readings for this lesson:

Devetak: pages: 160-198.
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Globalization

• Internet. Economy. Trade. Conflicts. Under 
which level these institutions function? 

• World becoming globalized? Is the 
globalization new?

• Globalization: worldwide networks of 
interdependence.

• Three explanations of globalization: 
hyperglobalist, sceptical, 
transformationalist.Lesson 11 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 2



Hyperglobalist explanation

• Globalization: real and new.
• Why?: Consequence of ICT and 

capitalism.
• Main elements: Global economy.
• Role of the state: End of effective 

state.
• Moral stance: Positive process.
Lesson 11 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 3



Sceptical explanation

• Globalization is: nothing new. 
• Why?: myth.
• Main elements: capitalism.
• Role of the state: Persistence of 

state.
• Moral stance: Globalization is 

imaginary. 
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Transformationalist explanation

• Globalization is: real.
• Why?: Long-term spatial process.
• Main elements: different issues becoming 

global in varying degrees.
• Role of the state: state undergoing 

transformation; line between foreign and 
domestic policy blurred.

• Moral stance: winners and losers.
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Political implications

1. Globalization empowering new actors 
(NGOs, TNCs, terrorists).

2. Globalization leading to global 
connections. 

3. Lines between foreign and domestic 
policy blurred.

4. Increasingly IOs have a say in 
domestic politics. 
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Economic implications

• Spread of networks of economic 
interdependence.

• Decreasing costs of communication and 
transport.

• Shrinking the effects of distance.
• ‘Geo-economics’ replacing ‘Geo-politics’ 

with economic sanctions becoming key 
IR instruments.
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Dimensions of Globalization

• Haves and have nots; Increasing gaps 
between rich and poor.

• Neither homogenization nor equity.
• Less globalization than expected.
• Less rigid borders, but not irrelevant.
• Globalization does not mean 

universal community. 
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Forms of globalization

• Environmental: spread of diseases, 
epidemics; climate change. 

• Military: world wars; alliances; 
terrorists.

• Social: spread of cultures, ideas, 
people; migration.

• Political: spread of democracy.
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21st century globalization

• Thicker (increasing density of globalized 
networks) and quicker.

• Farther, faster, cheaper, deeper.
• Network effects: a product in itself is 

useless unless it spreads.
• Democratization or pluralisation of 

technology, finance, information as more 
people use them.
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Interdependence

• Mutual dependence/Situations in which 
actors/events in different parts of system 
affect each other.

• Interdependence originate in physical 
(natural) or social (economic, political) 
phenomena.

• Military interdependence: competition.
• Economic interdependence: shortages.
Lesson 11 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 11



Benefits of interdependence

• Globalization has both: zero-sum 
and positive-sum aspects. 

• Cooperation and competition.
• Inequality in benefits.
• Conflicts occur as result of 

distribution of relative gains.
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Costs of interdependence

• High level sensitivity in short term: pace of 
change as a result of change in another country.

• High level vulnerability in long term: costs from 
change of rules of the game. 

• Vulnerability relative to dependence of the 
countries to other countries. E.g. Albania 
sensitive to Global Economic Crisis of 2008, but 
not vulnerable as it is not much integrated into 
the world financial system. 
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Symmetry of interdependence

• Symmetry/Asymmetry: balanced 
vs unbalanced dependence.

• Symmetry: Albania-Montenegro.
• Asymmetry: Albania-Italy. 

Albania-Greece. 
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Role of ideas and interests in 
globalization: Neo-liberalism

• Reducing interference of governments in 
private sector.

• Free movement of trade and capital.
• Leaving decision-making to global market.
• Three proposals: Deregulation, 

privatization, liberalization.
• In contrast to Keynesian liberalism which 

allowed active role of the state.
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Management of globalization: 
G - forums

• G6 – 1975: FR, DE, IT, JP, UK, US.
• G7 – 1976: Canada added.
• G8/G7 – 1997: Russia added. 

Suspended in 2014.
• G20 Finance ministers – 1999: 20 

largest economies in the world.
• G20 Leaders Forum – 2009.
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Political reactions to Globalization

• Trends: imitation, accommodation, 
resistance, identity conflicts.

• Political effects of rising inequality: 
social instability; in turn restricting 
the pace of globalization. E.g. 
global economic crisis.
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Anti-capitalist movement (ACM)

• Concerns as regards global social 
justice.

• Challenging trade liberalization.
• Needs of vulnerable people not 

considered.
• Became known with Seattle protests 

in 1999 against WTO summit.
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Predecessors and successors of ACM

• 1994: Zapatista Rebellion against NAFTA.
• 1998: Campaign against OECD’s Multilateral 

Agreement on Investment; applying trade 
liberalization principles to investment.

• 1999: protests in financial centers.
• 1999: Seattle.
• 2000: Prague, Melbourne.
• 2001: Quebec, Genoa.
• World Social Forum, Make Poverty History.
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ACM implications 

• Complicated mode of cooperation where 
social movements have impact.

• Institutions not alone in making decisions. 
• Situation with implications to Westphalian

state system.
• Displacement of state authority towards 

private market influences and towards 
global and regional organizations.
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Cosmopolitan democracy

• Establishing single global democratic space.
• People increasingly affected by outside 

decisions and forces.
• Self-determination can no longer 

meaningfully be located within boundaries 
of a single nation-state alone.

• Communitarian and republican critics who 
argue that cosmopolitans understate the 
power of national identities and loyalties.
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Must readings for this lesson:

Devetak: pages: 386-397.
Nye: pages: 204-218. 
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Emergence of South

• Earth divided into north and south 
hemisphere.

• Developed north and poor south.
• Most important characteristic of 

South: poverty.
• Why: Colonialism, among reasons. 
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Colonialism and Post-Colonialism

• All Southern Hemisphere 
countries: former colonies.

• Colonialism: rule of region by 
another country.

• Independence came after WWII, 
but legacy of colonialism 
remained.
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From First, Second and Third World to 
Global North and Global South

• Third World/Global South: Cold war term 
to describe developing countries of 
Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Latin America.

• Second World: USSR and other 
communist countries; currently 
transitional countries.

• First World/Global North: Wealthy 
western countries.
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Differences between North and South

• Politics, technology, wealth, demography.
• North: democratic, technologically 

developed, rich, aging. 
• South: not democratic, technologically 

weak, poor, rapid population growth. 
• 80% of world’s population in south, with 

20% share in global wealth.
• North-South conflict and competition.
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First wave of Decolonization

• Decolonization: freeing of colonial 
peoples from their dependent 
status.

• Britain’s N.American colonies in 
1776.

• Latin American countries (19th

century).
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Neocolonialism

• Ethnic conflicts in Africa have colonial roots as 
borders were drawn with little regard to 
locations of ethnic groups.

• Poverty with roots in colonialism.
• Colonialism ended, but North maintains active 

economic presence in South: neocolonialism.
• Neocolonialism/Neoimperialism: economic 

rather than military domination of foreign 
countries.  
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First wave of European imperialism

• Starting - 15th century.
• Use of military by European countries 

to conquer territories for commercial 
gain. 

• Economic strategy of Mercantilism: 
strategy for accumulating state wealth 
and power by encouraging exports and 
discouraging imports.
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First wave of European imperialism -
2

• Colonies desirable as they gave 
opportunity to prevent commercial 
competition among European states.

• Colonies guaranteed access to 
markets and materials. 

• By 18th century: colonialism spread 
to almost entire world.
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Second wave of European imperialism

• Second wave: 1870-1914.
• By 1800, Europeans controlled one third, by 1878 

two thirds, and by 1914 four fifths of the world.
• Britain (Empire on which sun never set) 

controlled one fifth of the world.
• Emergence of US (in Caribbean and Philippines) 

and Japan (in Korea, Taiwan) as new colonizers.
• China divided into “spheres of influence” by 

foreign great powers.
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New Economic imperialism

• Emerging tensions and competition among 
colonizers.

Economic explanations of new imperialism: 
• Communism, Marxism-Leninism: material 

needs of capitalist states explained their 
imperial drive. 

• World system theory: inequity among 
industrial core (richer) and nonindustrial 
periphery (poorer).
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Self-determination after WWI –
“mandates”

• Self-determination: Right to decide which 
authority would represent and rule colonies.

• Initially, this right given to only European 
countries (post-WWI).

• It did not extend initially to Africa and Asia.
• Some Ottoman and German territories were 

ruled under “mandates”: France in Syria; 
Britain in Iraq, Jordan, Palestine. 
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Self-determination after WWII –
“trusteeships”

• Germany, Italy, Japan sought to expand their 
territories (1930s).

• Start of self-determination of colonies after 
WWII.

• India and Pakistan became independent, but 
Kashmir conflict emerged.

• Similar conflicts emerged in Algeria, Congo 
as colonizers were leaving.
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Second wave of decolonization

• India, Pakistan (1947).
• African, Asian countries (1950s-). 
• Today: few colonies/depended territories.
• Decolonialization triumphed: Cold War priority 

to contain Communism; growing costs for 
maintenance of colonies; UN 1960 anti-colonial 
declaration.

• Independent did not translate into prosperity 
leading to conflict between North and South.
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South today

• Poverty, tyranny, anarchy.
• Spread of democracies but fragile.
• Least developing countries; Developing 

countries; Developed countries.
• Least developing countries: barter; 

subsistence economies; population growth; 
mortality rates; lack of access to education, 
water, sanitation; earning less than 1$ per 
day.Lesson 12 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 16



South’s prospects

• Some not able to escape poverty trap and 
some getting worse.

• In 1995, 161 countries had GDP less than 
amount spent in WalMart stores.

• But, some are getting better (resource 
exporting countries – OPEC countries; newly 
industrialized economies – Asian tigers; BRICS; 
countries in transition; emerging markets). 
Moving from periphery to semiperiphery. 
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Development

• Development: Ability to produce wealth, 
transforming from subsistence economy 
to production of goods and services.

• Underdevelopment explained mainly in 
three theories: classical economic 
development theory; structuralist
theories of dominance and dependence; 
neoclassical theory.  
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Classical economic development 
theory

• Internal characteristics of 
South as impediment to 
development.

• North to provide aid or 
investment to South.
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Structural theories

• Dependence theory: country’s economy 
conditioned on expansion of economy of 
other countries.

• South dependent on rich North.
• Underdevelopment as a product of South’s 

subordinate position (legacy of colonialism).
• Dualism: existence of two separate sectors 

(rural poor and urban rich) operating side by 
side with little interaction between the two.
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World-system theory

• World divided into core (developed world), 
periphery (developing world) and 
semiperiphery (ascending countries).

• Dependent development: development of 
periphery in a system dominated by North. 

• Capitalism and modern state-system as not 
separate historical inventions; two sides of 
a single coin; neither is imaginable without 
other. 
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Neoclassical development theory

•Reducing government 
interference in 
economies. 

•Export-led growth.
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Development redefined

• Is development possible in South?
• Development happens when choices are 

expanded.
• Human development as important as 

economic development.
• Human Development: life expectancy, 

education and income. (income not enough 
to define development).
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South’s International Relations: non-
aligned movement

• Non-alignment: neutral countries of Cold 
War.

• 1955, Bandung anti-colonialism conference.
• Formation of Nonaligned Movement in 

1961 in Belgrade.
• Its spirit died with the end of the Cold War.
• It continues to exist, but with limited 

influence.
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Concepts related to South

• Doctrine: Need for development of 
doctrine that would guide deployment of 
North’s military for management of 
conflicts in South. 

• Failed states: States loosing sovereignty 
and not able to defend their peoples.

• Arms acquisitions: Conflicts increasing 
the South’s need for arms acquisitions.
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Concepts related to South - 2

• Peace dividend: savings from military cuts to 
be invested in economy.

• Import-substitution industrialization.
• Export-led industrialization.
• In 1960s formed G-77, leading to formation of 

UNCTAD and New International Economic 
Order.

• Regional trade regimes: Mercosur, SADC.  
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Foreign aid

• Official development assistance. 
• Declining foreign aid.
• “Trade not aid”, promoted by South.
• Conditionality rules criticized. 
• Unsustainable debt – Heavily 

Indebted Poor Countries – debt relief 
of 1999.
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Must readings for this lesson:

Kegley: 123-166.
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“New World Order”

• Emerging as concept after the end of 
Cold War. 

• But, there was no clarity on its 
meaning. 

• Was it describing the end of ‘anarchic’ 
world? or unipolar/multipolar world? 
Or it meant the end of the ‘territorial 
state’?Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 2



Alternatives to ‘nation-states’ 
developed after WWII

1. World Federalism.
2. Functionalism.
3. Regionalism.
4. Ecology.
5. Cyberfeudalism.
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1. World Federalism

• European type of international 
federation as a solution to anarchy. 

• But federalism has not proven to 
be desired form; it may not end the 
wars. 

• Peace is not the only thing people 
value; people also want justice. 
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2. Functionalism

• Popular in 1940, as way to establish 
economic and social cooperation between 
nations.

• While the states will maintain their individual 
sovereignty; they will pool it in higher level. 

• Examples: FAO, WHO.
• But, it has not been proven to be sufficient 

design for new world order as states have 
not wanted to be so interdependent.
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3. Regionalism

• Becoming popular in 1950s and 1960s.
• There was hope that functional approach 

in a regional level will overcome the 
conflicts.

• Examples, European Coal and Steel 
community; NAFTA.

• EU has been success, emerging as a 
model for regional integration.  
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4. Ecology

• Growing importance of 
transnational/non-territorial actors.

• Growing interdependence under 
conditions of scarcity.

• Anti-colonialism, anti-racialism, 
greater equality and ecological 
preservation as a basis for new world 
order. Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 7



4. Ecology - b

• Growth and technological change 
have worsened ecological 
problems.

• But, scarcity of resources were 
over-estimated and ability of new 
technologies to compensate for 
scarcity was underestimated. 
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5. Cyberfeudalism

• Some predicted that information 
revolution was flattening hierarchies 
and replacing them with network 
organizations.  

• Others argued that governments will 
become decentralized and some of 
the services will be outsourced to 
private and civil sector.Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 9



5. Cyberfeudalism - b

• Some predicted that internet 
communities will cut across 
territorial jurisdictions and develop 
their own patterns of governance. 

• New pattern of cross-cutting 
communities and governance will be 
modern analogue to feudal world, 
going beyond nation-state.Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 10



Is nation-state obsolete?

• Nation-state is still the only model 
that provides for: security, well-
being and identity.

• Other models have not been able to 
provide all the three needs.

• Thus, nation-state remains central 
to world politics.
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“Global Village” ?

• ‘Global village’ of communication 
is there (internet, media).

• But the content and perspective 
is different between CNN and Al-
Jazeera.

• Also, global political identity 
remains weak.
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“The End of History” ?

• Concept developed by 
Fukuyama.

• Liberal democracy as the final 
form of government. 

• End of fascism and 
communism.
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“The End of History” ? - 2

• Democratic peace in the world, 
where liberal democracies do not 
fight each other. 

• Actually, there is return of history.
• Liberal capitalism is challenged by: 

Russia, China, ethnic and religious 
fundamentalism. 
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“The Clash of Civilizations”

• Concept developed by Samuel Huntington.
• As counter argument to the “The end of 

history” thesis.
• Sources of conflict in the new world being 

not ideological or economic, but cultural.
• World divided into 8 great civilizations: 

conflict along the fault lines of those 
civilizations. 
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“The Clash of Civilizations” - 2

• But, civilizations are not 
homogenous and static, but fluid. 

• More conflicts occurred within the 
civilizations rather than between 
them (between moderates and 
fundamentalists).

• Nationalism still strong. 
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Technology and diffusion of power

• Technology leading to diffusion of power 
away from central governments.

• As 20th century saw centralization of 
power, now technology is moving some 
functions of governments to higher 
(supranational) or lower levels 
(municipal, private sector, nonprofit 
sector). 
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Diffusion of governance in 21st

century
Private Public Third sector

Supranatio
nal

TNCs IGOs INGOs

National National 
companies

Central
government

NGOs

Sub-
national

Local 
businesses

Local 
government

Local groups
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Loss of monopoly in foreign policy

• States have lost their monopoly 
in foreign policy; they have to 
share it with non-state actors.

• This, may make democratic 
peace more possible and 
authoritarian regimes less 
durable. 
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New anarchy?

• But, having powerful non-state actors may 
lead to anarchy within the states and thus 
leading citizens to sacrifice their liberties 
in favor of Hobbesian authoritarianism 
that provide basic security.

• Transnational investments is leading to 
confuse identities, leading people to ask 
“who are we”. 
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Nuclear proliferation

• Nuclear proliferation did not happen at 
the scale as expected due to: 

1. Security guarantees to allies. E.g. US 
guarantees to Japan, Germany, South 
Korea.

2. Superpower cooperation.
3. Existence of treaties and institutions 

(NPT, IAEA).
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Transnational threats and concept of 
security

• Terrorists accessing weapons of 
mass destruction (E.g. sarin gas 
attack in Tokyo metro in 1995).

• Cyber attacks.
• Non-traditional security 

threats. 
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What kind of world order?

• Order refers primarily to the 
structure or distribution of power 
among states; or institutions; or 
ideas.

• Different conceptions of the order.
• Is it an order where some enrich 

themselves against the others?
Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 23



Future configurations of power

• Rapid power transitions (rise of US 
and China; decline of Russia).

• Leading to conflicts.
• Unipolarity? Only in part.
• China as a hegemonic challenge to 

US (as Germany posed to UK on the 
eve of WWI). 

Lesson 13 PIR 131, jusufi, epoka university 24



Future configurations of power - 2

• Multipolarity, but not that of 19th

century, as currently the powers are not 
equal.

• Non-state actors resist the capacities of 
the states to rule the world as they want.

• Current distribution of power: 
“Multilevel interdependence”.

• Superpower cannot afford to go it alone.
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New world order: sui generis

• Neither unipolarity nor empire describe 
the situation exactly.

• Power is multidimensional: not only 
power matters, but also values and 
institutions. 

• Hybrid world order: post-Westphalian
order, giving space for international law 
and humanitarian interventions.
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New world order: sui generis - 2

• No world government.
• Three tendencies important: 

growing diffusion of power, 
increasing interdependencies, 
and transnational actors 
becoming more important.
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Must readings for this lesson:

Nye: 261-282.
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